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and a noble one, too, of the glorious equality of 
our institutions, which freely offer all their re 
wards to all who justly seek them; for he was the 
architect of his own fortune, having made his wa 
in life by self-exertion, and he was an early ad- 
yenturer in the great forests of the West, thena 
world of primitive vegetation, but now-the abode 
of intelligence and religion, of prosperity and civil- 
ization. But he possessed that intellectual superi- 
ority which overcomes surrounding obstacles, and 
which local seclusion cannot long withhold from 
general knowledge and appreciation. 


It is almost half a century since he passed | 


throuzh Chillicothe, then the seat of government 
of Ohio, where | was a member of the Legisla- 
ture, on his way to take his place in this very 
body, which is now listening to this reminiscence, 


and to a feeble tribute of regard from one who | 


then saw him for the first time, but who can never 
forget the impression he produced bv the charms 
of his conversation, the frankness of his manner, 
and the high qualities with which he was en- 
dowed. Since then he has belonged to his coun- 
try, and has taken a part, and a prominent part, 
both in peace and war, in all the great questions 
affecting her interest and her honor; a though 
it has been my fortune often to differ from him, 
yet [ believe he was as pure a patriot as ever par- 
ticipated in the councils of a nation, anxious for 
the public good, and seeking to promote it, during 
all the vicissitudes of a long and eventful life. 
That he exercised a powerful influence, within 
the sphere of his action, through the whole coun- 
try indeed, we all feel and know; and we know, 
too, the eminent endowments which gave him this 
distinction. Frank and fearless in the expression 
of his opinion, and in the performance of his du- 
ties, with rare powers of eloquence, which never 
failed to rivet the attention of his auditory, and 
which always commanded admiration, even when 
they did not carry conviction—prompt in decision, 
and firm in action, and with a vigorous intellect, 


trained in* the contests of a stirring life, and | 


strengthened by enlarged experience and observa- 
tion, joined withal to an ardent love of country, 
and to great purity of purpose,—these were the 
elements of his power and success, and we dwell 
upon them with mournful gratification now, when 
we shall soon follow him to the cold and silent 
tomb, where we shall commit ‘‘ earth to earth, 


ashes to ashes, dust to dust,’’ but with the blessed | 


conviction of the truth of that divine revelation 
which teaches us that there is life and hope be- 
yond the narrow house, where we shall leave him 
alone to the megeies of his God and ours. 

He has passed beyond the reach of human 
praise or censure; but the judgment of his cotem- 
poraries has preceded and pronounced the judg- 
ment of history, and his nameand fame will shed 
luster upon his country, and will be .proudly 
cherished in the hearts of his countrymen for long 
ages to come. Yes; they will be cherished and 
freshly remembered, when these marble columns 
that surround us, so often the witnesses of his 
triumph—but, in a few brief hours, when his 
mortal frame, despoiled of the immortal spirit, 
shall rest under this dome for the last time, to be- 
come the witnesses of his defeat in that final con- 
test where the mightiest fall before the great 
destroyer—when these marble columns shall 
themselves have fallen, like all the works of man, 
leaving their broken fragments to tell the story of 
former magnificence, amid the very ruins which 
announce decay and desolation. 

I was often with him during his last illness, 
when the world and the things of the world were 
fast fading away before him. He knew that the 
silver cord was almost loosened, and that the 
golden bow! was breaking at the fountain; but hé 
was resigned to the will of Providence, feeling 
that He who gave has the right to take away in 
His own good time and manner. After his duty 
to his Creator, and his anxiety for his family, his 
first care was for his country, and his first wish 
for the preservation and perpetuation of the Con- 
stitution and the Union—dear to him in the hour 
ef death, as they had ever been in the vigor of 
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life! Of that Constitution and Union, whose de- 
fense in the last and greatest crisis of their peril, 
had called forth all his energies, and stimulated 
those memorable and powerful exertions, which 
he, who witnessed, can never forget, and which 
no doubt, hastened the final catastrophe a nation 
now deplores with a sincerity and unanimity, not 
less honorable to themselves than to the memory 
of the object of their affections. And when we 
shall enter that narrow valley through which he 
has passed before us, and which leads to the judg- 
ment-seat of God, may we be able to say, through 
faith in his Son, our Saviour, and in the beautiful 
language of the hymn of the dying Christian— 
dying, but ever living and triumphant— 
** The world recedes, it disappears— 
Heaven opens on my eyes! my ears 
With sounds seraphic ring ; 
Lend, lend your wings! | mount—I fly ! 
Oh, Grave! where is thy victory? 
Oh, Death! where is thy sting?’’ 
** Let medie the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his.” 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, we have 
heard, with deep sensibility, what has just fallen 
from the Senators who have preceded me. We 
have heard, sir, the voice of Kentucky—and, upon 
this occasion, she had a right to speak—in min- 
gled accents of pride and sorrow; for it has rarely 
fallen to the lot of any State to lament the loss of 
such ason. But Virginia, too, is entitled to her 
place in this procession; for she cannot be sup- 

| posed to be unmindful of the tie which bound her 
to the dead. When the earth opens to receive the 
mortal part which she gave to man, it is then that 
affection is eager to bury in its bosom every reco!- 
lection but those of love and kindness. And, sir, 
when the last sensible tie is about to be severed, it 
is then that we look with anxious interest to the 
deeds of the life, and to the emanations of th¥™ 
heart and the mind, for those more enduring mon- 
uments which are the creation of an immortal 
nature. 


In this instance, we can be at no loss for these. 


This land, sir, is full of the monuments of his 
His memory is as imperishable as A mer- 
ican history itself, for he was one of those who 
made it. Sir, he belonged to that marked class 
who are the men of their century; for it was his 
|| rare good fortune not only to have been endowed 
| with the capacity to do great things, but to have en- 
joyed the opportunities ofachieving them. I know, 
|| sir, it has been said and deplored, that he wanted 
| some of the advantages of an early education; but 
‘| it, perhaps, has not been remembered that, in 

many respects, he enjoyed such opportunities for 
smental training as can rarely fall to the lot of man. 
| He had not achance to learn as much from books, 
| but he had such opportunities of learning from men 
| as few men have ever enjoyed. Sir, it is to be re- 
| membered that he was reared at a time when thete 
|| was a state of oper in the Commonwealth which 
|| gave him birth, such as has never been seen there 
|| before norsince. It was his early privilege to see 
|| how justice was administered by a Pendleton and 
|| a Wythe, with the last of whom he was in the 
1 
| 
| 


daily habit of familiar intercourse. He had con- 
| stant opportunities to observe how forensic ques- 
| tions were managed by a Marshall and a Wick- 
| ham. He was old enough, too, to have heard and 
\| to have appreciated the eloquence of a Patrick 
| Henry, and of George Keith Taylor. In short, 
|| sir, he lived in a society in which the examples of 
| a Jefferson, and a Madison, and a Monroe were 
| living influences, and on which the setting sun of 





parting rays. # 

He was trained, too, as has been well said by 
the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] at a pe- 
riod when the recent revolutionary struggle had 
| given a more elevated tone to patriotism and im- 





character. Such lessons were worth, perhaps, more 
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a Washington cast the mild effulgence of its de- | 


to him than the whole encyclopedia of scholastic | 
earning. Notonly were the circumstances of his | 


| 
| 
parted a — cast to public feeling and to public 


larly training favorable to the development of his 
genius, but 


theater upon which he was thrown, | 
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was eminently propitious for its exercise. The 
circumstances of the early settlement of Kentucky, 
the generous, daring, and reckless character of the 
people—all fitted it to be the theater for the dis- 
play of those commanding qualiues of heart and 
mind, which he so eminently possessed. There 
can be little doubt but that those people and their 
chosen leader exercised a mutual influence upon 
each other; and no one can be surprised that with 
his brave spirit and commanding eloquence, and 
facinating address, he should have led not only 
there but elsewhere. 

I did not know him, Mr. President, as you did, 
in the freshness of his prime, or in the full matu- 
rity of his manhood. I did not hear him, sir, as 
you have heard him, when his voice roused the 
spirit of his countrymen for war—when he cheered 
the drooping, when he rallied the doubting through 
all the vicissitudes of a long and doubtful contest, 
I have never seen him, sir, when, from the height 
of the chair, he ruled the House of Representa- 
tives by the energy of his will, or when upon the 
level of the floor he exercised a control almost as 
absolute, by the mastery of his intellect. When 
[ first knew him, his sun had a little passed its 
zenith. The effacing hand of time had just begun 
to touch the lineaments of his manhood. But yet, 
sir, |saw enouch of him to be able to realize what 
he might have been in the prime of his strength, 
and inthe full vigor of his maturity. I saw him, 
sir, as you did, when he led the ‘* Opposition” 
during the administration of Mr. Van Buren. I 
had daily opportunities of witnessing the exhibi- 
tion of his powers during the extra session under 
Mr. Tyler’s administration. And I saw, as we 
all saw, in a recent contest, the exhibition of power 
on his part, which was most marvelous in one of 
his years. 

Mr. President, he may not have had as much 
of analytic skill, as some others, in dissecting a 
subject. It may be, perhaps, that he did not seek 
to look quite so far ahead as some who have been 
most distinguished for political forecast. But it may 
be truly said of Mr. Cray, that he was no exaggera- 
tor. Helooked at events through neither end of the 
telescope, butsurveyed them with the natural and 
the naked eye. He had the capacity of seeing things 
as the people saw them, and of feeling things as 
the people felt them. He had, sir, beyond any 
other man whom I have ever seen, the true mes- 
meric touch of the orator—the rare art of trans- 
ferring his impulses to others. Thoughts, feel- 
ings, emotions, came from the ready mould of his 
genius, radiant and glowing, and communicated 
their own warmth to every heart which received 
them. His, too, was the power of wielding the 
higher and intenser forms of passion with a majesty 
and an ease, which none but the great masters of 
the human heart can ever employ. It was his 
rare good fortune to have been one of those who 
form, as it were, a sensible link and a living tradi- 
tion which connects one age with another, and 
through which one generation speaks its thoughts 
and feelings, and appeals toanother. And, unfortu- 
nate is it for a country, when it ceases to possess 
such men, for it is to them that we chiefly owe 
the capacity to maintain the unity of the great 
Epos of human history, and preserve the con- 
sistency of political action. 

Sir, it may be said that the grave is still new- 
made which covers the mortal remains of one of 
those great men who have been taken from our 

midst, and the earth is soon to open to receive 
another. I know not, sir, whether it can be said 
to be a matter of lamentation, so far as the dead 
are concerned, that the thread of this life has been 
clipped when once it had been fully spun. They 
escape the infirmities of age, and they leave an 
imperishable name behind them. The loss, sir, 
is not theirs, but ours; and a loss the more to be 
lamented that we see none to fill the places thus 
made vacant on the stage of publicaffairs. _ But it 
may be well for us, who have much more cause 
to mourn and to lament such deaths, to pause 
amidst the business of life for the purpose of con- 
templating the spectacle before us, and of drawing 
the aoe from the passing event. It igowheo 
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death seizes for its victims those who are, by ‘‘a 
head and shoulders, taller than all the rest,’’ that 
we feel most deeply the uncertainty of human 
affairs, and that ‘‘ the glories of our mortal state 
are shadows, not substantial things.”’ Itis, sir, in 
such instances as the present that we can best 
study by the light of example the true object of 
life, and the wisest ends of human pursuit. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, { hope I shall not 
be considered obtrusive, if on this occasion for a 
brief moment, | mingle my humble voice with 
those that, with an ability that [ shall neither at- 
tempt nor hope to equal, have sought to do justice 
to the worth and meinory of the deceased, and at 
the same time appropriately to minister to the 
sympathies and sorrows of a stricken people. 
Sir, itis the teaching of inspiration that ** no man 
liveth and no man dieth unto himself.’’ 

There is a lesson taught no less in the death 
than in the life of every man—eminently so in the | 
case of one who has filled a large space and occu- 
pied a distinguished position in the thoughts and 
regard of his fellow-men. Particularly instructive 
at this time is the event which we now deplore, 
although the circumstances attending his decease 
are such as are calculated to assuage rather than 
aggravate the grief which it must necessarily 
cause. His time had fully come. The three 
score and ten marking the ordinary period of hu- 
man life had for some years been passed, and, full 
of years and of honors, he has gone te his rest. 
And now, when the nation is marshaling itself 
for the contest which is to decide ‘‘ who shall be 
sreatest,’’? as if to chasten our ambition, to re- 
strain and subdue the violence of passion, tomod- 
erate our desires and elevate our hopes, we have 
the spectacle of one who, by the force of his in- 
tellect and the energy of his own purpose, had 
achieved a reputation which the highest official 
honors of the Spepablic might have illustrated, but 
could not have enhanced, laid low in death—as if, 
at the very outset of this political contest, on which 
the nation is now entering, to teach the ambitious 
and aspiring the end of human pursuit and earthly 
honor. But, sir, I do not intend to dwell on that 
moral which is taught by the silent lips and closed 
eye of the illustrious dead, with a force such as 
no man ever spoke with; but I shall leave the 
event, with its silent and mute eloquence, to im- 
press its own appropriate teachings on the heart. 

In the lone and eventful life of Mr. Cray, in 
the various positions which he occupied, in the 
many posts of public duty which he filled, inthe 
many exhibitions which his history affords of un- 
tiring energy, of unsurpassed eloquence, and of 
devoted patriotism, it would be strange indeed if 
different minds, as they dwell upon the subject, 
were all to select the same incidents of his life 
as preéminently calculated to challenge admira- 
tion and respect. 

Sir, my admiration—ay, my affection for Mr. 
CLay—was won and secured many years since, 
even in my school-boy days—when his voice of 
counsel, encouragement, and sympathy was heard 
in the other Hall of: this Capitol, in behalf of the 
struggling colonies of the southern portion of this 
continent, who, in pursuit of their inalienable 
rights, in imitation of our own forefathers, had 
unfurled the banner of liberty, and, regardless of 
consequences, had gallantly rushed into that con- 
test where ‘life is lost, or freedom won.’’ And 
again, sir, when Greece, rich in the memories of 
the past, awoke from the slumber of ages of op- 
pression and centuries of shame, and resolved 


‘To call her virtues back, and conquer time and fate °— 


there, over the plains of that classic land, above 
the din of battle and the clash of arms, mingling 
with the shouts of the victors and the groans of 
the vanquished, were heard the thrilling and stir- 


ring notes of that same eloquence, excited by a | 


sympathy which knew no bounds, wide as the 
world, pleading the cause of Grecian liberty be- 
fore the American Congress, as if to pay back to 
Greece the debt which every patriot and orator 


felt was her due. Sir, in the long and honorable | 


career of the deceased, there are many events and 
circumstances upon which his friends and pos- 
terity will dwell with satisfaction and pride, but 
none which will preserve his memory with more 
unfading lustre to future ages than the course he 
pursues in the Spanish-American and Greek revo- 


utioniiee 


| 
| 


| 
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Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President, I should not 
have thought it necessary to add anything to what 
has already been said, but for a request preferred 
by some of the friends of the deceased. I should 
have been content to mourn.him in silence and left 
it to other tongues to pronounce his eulogy. What 
I have now to say shall be brief—very brief. 

Mr. President, it is now less than three short 
years ago since I first entered this body. At that 
period it numbered among its members many of 
the most illustrious statesmen this Republic has 
ever produced, or the world has ever known. Of 
the living, it is not my purpose to speak; but 
in that brief period, death has been busy here; 
and, as if to mark the feebleness of human things, 
his arrows have been aimed at the highest, the 
mightiest of us all. First, died Catnoun. And 
well, sir, do | remember the deep feeling evinced 
on that occasion by him whose death has been 
announced here to-day, when he said: ‘*I was 
‘his senior in years—in nothing else. In the 
‘course of nature I ought to have preceded him. 
It has been decreed otherwise; but I know that 
I shal! linger here only a short time, and shall 
‘soon follow him.”’ It was genius mourning over 
his younger brother, and too surely predicting his 
own approaching end. 

He, too, sir, is now gone from among us, and 
left none like him behind. That voice, whose 
every toné was music, is hushed and still. That 
clear, bright eye is dim and lusterless, and that 
breast, where grew and flourished every quality 
which could adorn and dignify our nature, 1s cold 
as the clod that soon must cover it. A few hours 
have wrought a mighty change—a change for 
which a lingering illness had, indeed, in some de- 
gree prepared us, but which, nevertheless, will 
still fall upon the nation with crushing force. 
Many asorrowing heart is now asking, as I did 
yesterday, when | heard the first sound of the fu- 
neral bell— 

** Andis he gone ?—the pure of the purest, 
The hand that upheld our bright banner the surest, 
Is he gone from our struggles away ? 
But yesterday lending a people new life, 
Cold, mute, in the coffin to-day.”’ 


‘ 


‘ 


*® Mr. President, this is an occasion when eulogy 
must fail to perform its office. The long life which 


is now ended is a history of glorious deeds too | 


mighty for the tongue of praise. It is in the hearts 
of his countrymen that his best epitaph must be 
written. It is in the admiration of a world that 
his renown must be recorded. In that deep love 


of country which distinguished every period of | 


his life, he may not have been sunrivaled. In 


loftiness of intellect, he was not without his peers. | 
The skill with whith he touched every chord of | 


the human heart may have been equaled. The 
iron will, the unbending firmness, the fearless 
courage, which marked his character, may have 
been shared by others. But where shall we go 
to find all those qualities united, concentrated, 
blended into one brilliant whole, and shedding a 
lustre upon one single head, which does not dazzle 
the beholder only because it attracts his love and 
demands his worship? 

I scarcely know, sir, how far it may be allow- 
able, upon an occasion like this, to refer to party 
struggles which have left wounds not yet entirely 
healed. I will venture, however, to suggest, that 


it should be a source of consolation to his friends | 


that helived long enough to see the full accomplish- 
ment of the last great work of his life, and to wit- 
ness the total disappearance of that sectional tem- 
pest which threatened to whelm the Republic in 
ruins. Both the great parties of the country have 
agreed to stand upon the platform which he erected, 
and both of them have solemnly pledged them- 
selves to maintain unimpaired the work of his 


him in his dying moments, and helped to steal 
away the pangs of dissolution. 

Mr. President, if I knew anything more that I 
| could say, 1 would gladly utter it. To me, he 
was something more than kind, 4nd I am called 

upon to mingle a private with the public grief. I 
wish that I could do something to add to his fame. 
But he built for himself a monument of immortal- 
ity, and left to his friends no task but that of 
soothing their own sorrow for his loss. We pay 
to him the tribute of our tears. More we have 
no power to bestow. Patriotism, honor, genius, 
courage, have all come to strew their garlands 
about his tomb; and well they may, for he was 
the peer of them all. : 


— 


hands. I doubt not the knowledge of this cheered 





June 30, 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, itis not always 
by words that the living pay to the dead the sin- 
cerest and most eloquent tribute. The tears of a 
nation, flowing spontaneously over the grave of a 
public benefactor, is a more eloquent testimonial 
of his worth and of the affection and veneration of 
his countrymen, than the most highly-wrought 
eulogium of the most gifted tongue. The heart is 
not necessarily the fountain of words, but it is 
always the source of tears, whether they be of joy 
gratitude, or grief. But sincere, truthful, and elo- 
quent, as they are, they leave no permanentrecord 
of the virtues and greatness of him on whose 
tomb they are shed. As the dews of heaven 
falling at night are absorbed by the earth, or dried 
up by the morning sun, so the tears of a people, 
shed for their benefactor, disappear without leay- 
ing a trace to tell the future generations of the 
services, sacrifices, and virtues of him to whose 
memory they were a grateful tribute. But as 
homage paid to virtue is an incentive to it, it is 
right that the memory of the good, the great, and 
noble of the earth should be preserved and hon- 
ored. 

The ambition, Mr. President, of the truly great 
is more the hope of living in the memory and esti- 
mation of future ages than of possessing power in 
their own. It is this hope that stimulates them to 
perseverance; that enables them to encounter dis- 
appointment, ingratitude, and neglect, and to press 
on through toils, privations, and perils to the end. 
It was not the hope of discovering a world, over 
which he should himself exercise dominion, that 
sustained Columbus in all his trials. It was not 
for this he braved danger, disappointment, pover- 
ty, andreproach. It was not for this he subdued 
his native pride, wandered from kingdom to king- 
dom, kneeling at the feet of princes a suppliant for 

/'means to prosecute his sublime enterprise. It 
was not for this, after having at last secured the 
patronage of Isabella, that he put off in his crazy 
and ill-appointed fleet into unknown seas, to strug- 
gle with storms and tempests, and the rage of a 
mutinous crew. It was another and nobler kind 
of ambition that stimulated him to contend with 
terror, superstition, and despair, and to press for- 

| ward on his perilous course, when the needle in 
his compass, losing its polarity, seemed to unite 
with the fury of the elements and the ingubordina- 


|| tion of his crew in turning him back from his per- 


ilous but glorious enterprise. It was the hope 
which was realized at last, when his ungrateful 
country was compelled to inscribe, as an epitaph 
|| on his tomb— 
‘Columbus has given a new world to the kingdom of 
Castile and Leon,”’ 
that enabled him at first to brave so many disap- 
pointments, and at last to conquer the multitude of 
perils that beset his pathway on the deep. This, 
sir, is the ambition of the truly great—not to 
| achieve present fame, but future immortality. This 
being the case, it is befiting here fo-day to add to 
the life of Henry Cray, the record of his death, 
signalized as it is by a nation’s gratitude and grief. 
[t is right that posterity should learn from us, the 
cotemporaries of the illustrious deceased, that his 
virtues and services were appreciated by his coun- 
try, and acknowledged by the tears of his country- 
| men poured out upon his grave. ‘ 
The career of Henry Ciay was a wonderful 
one. And what an illustration of the excellence 
| of our institutions would a retrospect of his life 
| afford! Born in an humble station, without any 
of the adventitious aids of fortune by which the 
obstructions on the road to fame are smoothed, he 
rose not only to the most exalted eminence of po- 
sition, but hkewise to the highest place in the af- 
fections of his countrymen. Taking into view 
the disadvantages of his early position, disadvan- 
tages against which he had always to contend, 
his career is without a parallel in the history of 
great men. ‘To have seen him a youth, without 
| friends or fortune, and with but a scanty educa- 
_ tion, who would have ventured to predict for him 
a course so brilliant and beneficent, and a fame 
so well deserved and enduring? Like the pine, 
| however, which sometimes springs up amidst the 
rocks on the mountain side, with scarce a crevice 
in which to fix its roots or soil to nourish them, 
but which, nevertheless, overtops all the trees of 
the surrounding forest, Henry Cray, by his own 
inherent, self-sustaining energy and genius, rose 
to an altitude of fame almost unequaled in the age 
|in which he lived. As an orator, legislator, and 
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atesman, he had no superior. All his faculties 
e remarkable, and in remarkable combination. 
Possessed of a brilliant genius and a fertile im- 
cination, his judgment was sound, discrimina- 
ting, and eminently practical. Of an ardent and 
impetuous temperament, he was nevertheless 
nersevering and aren of purpose. Frank, bold, 
cual intrepid, he we cautious in providing against 
contingencies ot obstacles which might pos- 
sibly rise up in the road to success. Generous, 
liberal, and entertaining, broad and expanded 
views of national polic Vy in his levislative course 
he never transcended the Lego a wise economy. 
But, Mr. President, ef all his faculties, that of 
making friends and acai them to him was the 
most remarkable and extraordinary. Int 
he seemed to possess a sort of fascination, 
ny which all who came into his presence were 
racted towards and bound to him by ties which 
sie time nor circumstances had | ower to dis- 
salve or weaken. In theadmiration of his friends 
was the recognition of the divinity of intellect; in 
their attachment to him a confession of his gener- 
ous personal qualities and social virtues. 
Of the public services of Mr. Cray, the present 
occasion affords no room for a more ex- 
than that which ted collearue 
Unperwoop] has presented. It is, how- 
say, that for than forty 
prominent actor in the drama 
During the late war with 
his voice was more potent than any other 
spirit of the country, infusing 


wet 


tne 


his re- 





sketch 
tended his 
iMr. 
ver, 
vears he has been a 
of American 
England 
in awakening the 
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sufficient to more 
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ence into the 


confid people, and ren dering available 
the resources for carry ia ¢ on the contest. In our 
lomestic controversies, threaten o the peace of 
e country and the integrity of the Union, he has 
ilways been first to note danger as well as to sug- 
est the means of averting it. When the waters 
f the creat nolitical deep were upheaved by the 


tempest of discord, and the ark of the Union, 
freizhted with the hopes and destinies 
about on the raging billov 


of freedom, 
vs, and drifting 
every moment nearer to the vortex which threat- 
ened to dluw it up, it was his clarion voice, 
risin ¢ above the storm, that admonished the crew 


tossing 


of impending peril, and counseled the way to 
Saiely. 
But, Mr. President, devotedly as he loved his 


i 
j aspirations were not limited to its 
welfare alone. Wherever freedom had a votary, 
that votary had a friend in Henry Cray; and in 
the struggle of the Spanish colonies for independ- 
he uttered words of encouragement which 
have become the mottoes on the banners of free- 
dom in everv land. But neither the services which 
he has re oe his own country, nor his wishes 
for the welfare of others, nor his genius, nor the 
affection of friends, could turn aside the destroyer. 
No price could purchase exemption from the com- 
mon lot of humanity. Henry Cray, the wise, 
the creat, the erfted, had to die: and his history is 
summed up in the | biography which the Russjan 


; > oo 
counlry, his 


ence 


poet has prepared for all, kings and serfs, viz: 
%.. 2." . ‘born, living, dying, 
Quitting the still shore for the troubled wave, 


Struzgling With storm. clouds, over shipwrecks flying 
And casting anchor in the silent grave.’ 

But though time would not spare him, there is 
still this of ation: He died peacefully and 
happy, ripe in renown, full of years and of hon- 
ors, and rich in the affections of his country. He 
enjoyed, too, the unspeakable satisfaction of clos- 
ing his eyes whilst the country he had loved so 
much and served so well was still in the enjoy- 
ment of peace, happiness , union, and prosperity— 
still advancing in all the elements of wealth, great- 
ness, and power. 

I know, Mr. President, how unequal I have 
been to the ay parently self- imposed task of pre- 

senting, in an appropriate manner, the merits of 
the Uiustrious deceased. But if I had remained 
silent on an occasion like this, when the hearts of 
my constituents are swelling with crief, I would 
have been disowned by them. It is for this rea- 
son—that of giving utterance to their feelings as 
well as of my own—that I have trespassed on the 
time of the Senate. I would that [ could have 
spoken fitter words; but, such as they are, they 


} 
consol 


were uttered by the tongue in response to the 


promptings of the heart. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, fifty years 
ago, Henry Cray, of Virginia, already adopted 
by Kentucky, then as youthful as himself, entered 


THE CONGRESSION AL GLOBE, 


ty the service of his country, a Representative in the 
unpretending Legislature of that rising St and 
| having thenceforward pursued, wit h ardor and 
} constancy, the gradual paths of an aspiring change 
through ‘Halls of C ongress, and 
Executive councils, 


ale; 


foreign courts, 


he has now, wit — cheer- 

fulness of a patriot, and the serenity of a Chris- 
tian, fitly closed his long and arduous ea ireer, here 
in the Senate, in the full presence of the Repub- 
lic, looking down upon the scene with anxiefy 
and alarm,—not merely a Senator like one of us 
who yet remain in the Senate House, but filling 

| that character which, though it had ithority 
| of law and was assigned without suffrave, Augus- 
tus Cesar nevértheless declared was above the 
title of Emperor, Primus inter Iustves—the Prince 


of the Senate. 


| Generals are tried, Mr. President, by examin- 
| ing the campaigns they have lost or ‘won, and 
statesmen by reviewing the transactiot which 
they have been engaged, Hamilton would have 
been unknown to us had there been ne Constitu- 


rutus 


no c 


tion to be created, as B 
obscurity had there been 
Coloniz 


vould have died in 


mwsar to be slain. 


ition, Revolution, and Organization— 

| three great acts m the drama of our national 
progress—had already passed when the Western 
patriot appeared on the public stage. He entered 
in that next division of the mi ijestic scenes which 
vas marked by an ine vital le reaction of political 
forces, a wild strife of factions, and ruinous em- 
barrassments in our foreign relations. This tran- 
sition stage is always more perilous than any othe 


| in the career of nations, and especially in the ea- 
reer of ce It proved fatal to the Common- 
wealth in England. Scarcely any of the Spanish 


American Sta ites has yet emerged 


irom { na |i 

has more than once been idly signalized by the 
ruin of the Republica 1; cause in France. . 

The continuous admimistration of W ashington 

and John Adams had c sani under a cloud which 

hadthrown a broad, dark-shadow overthe future 


the nation was deeply indebted at hom 
and its credit was prostrate. The 


eand abroad, 


revolutionary 


| factions had given place to two inveterate parties, 
divided by a gulf which had been worn by the 
conflict in which the Constitution was adopted, 
and made broader and deeper by a war of preju 
dices concerning the merits of the bellizerents in 
the great European struggle that then convulsed 

| the civilized world. Our extraordinary political 


system was little more than an ingenious theory, 
| not yet practically established. The U 
| the States was as yet of ¢ 
the political, sock il, and commercial necessities to 
which it was so marvelously adapted, 


ion of 


’ 
on y one ompact;, tor 


ind whi h, 


clustering thickly upon it, now re nder it indisso- 
| luble, had notthen been broadly disclosed, nor had 
| the habits of acquiescence and the sentiments of 
| loyalty, always slow of growth, fully ripened. 
The bark that had gone to sea, thus unfurnished 
and untried, seemed quite certain to founder by 
| reason of its own inherent frailty, even if it should 
| escape unharmed in the great conflict of nations, 
which acknowledged no claims of justice, aud tol- 
erated no pretensions of neutrality. Moreover, 
the territory possessed by the nation was inad- 
i equate t o commercial exigencie s, and indi pens- 
| able social expansion; and yet no provision had 


been made for enlargement, nor for extending the 
political system over distant re rions, inhabited or 
otherwise, which must inevitably acquired. 
Nor could any such acquisition be made wit 
disturbing the carefully-adjust anceof powers 
among the members of the Confederacy. 

These difficulties, Mr. President, although th ey 
grew less with time and by slow degrees, tontin- 
ued throughout the whole | of the 
whose obsequies we are celebrating. Beitknown, 
then—and I am sure that history will confirm the 
| instruction—that conservatism was the interest 
the nation, and the responsibility of its 
during the period in which he flourishe a. He was 
ardent, bold, generous, and even ambitious; and 
yet, with a profound conv iction of the true exigen- 
cies of the country, like Alexander Hamilton, he 
disciplined himself, and trained a restless nation, 
that knew only self-control, to the rigorous prac- 
tice of that often humiliating conservation which 
| its welfare and security in that peculiar crisis 
| gs Aybar demanded. 
| t 
| 


be 


wut 


ed bal 


ife statesman 


rulers, 


so 


could not have happened, sir, to any citizen 
to have acted alone, nor even to have acted alw ays 
|| the most conspicuous part in a trying period so 


¢ 
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Henry Cray therefore shared 
the re spensioiuiues of Government with not only 
his proper cotemporaries, but survivors of 
the Revolution, as well as also many who will now 
succeed himself. Delicacy forbids my naming 
those who retain their ple ces here; but we may, 
without impropriety, rec a 
of vast xible resolve, 
who has recently withdrawn from this Chamber, 
but I trust not altogether from publ ic life, (Mr. 
Bent: and who, surpassing all his co- 
temporarie un his country,and even through- 
world, in the 


long protracted. 


aiso 


all among his compeers 


Senator resources and infl 


another, 
s witl 


proper eloquence of the 
forum, now, in autumnal years, for a second 
ne, d ifies and adorns the hichest seat in the 
Executive C yuncil, Mr. We ster Passing by 
these eminent and noble men, the shades of Cal- 
houn, John Quincy Adams, Jackson, Monr re, 
ladison, and Jeff rson, } eu » before us states- 
men whose living and local fame has ripened 
already into historical and world-wide renown. 

Among geniuses so lofty as these, Henry Cray 
bore a part in regulating the constitutional free- 
dom of political debate; establishing that long- 
contested and most important line which divides 
the sovereignty of the several States from that of 
he States confederated;: as serting the r rht of neu- 
t ity, and vindicating it by a war against Great 
Britain, when that just but extreme measure be- 
came necessary; adjusting the terms on which that 
perilous yet honorable contest was brought to a 
neaceful lose perfecting the Armv, and the 
Navy, id national fortifications settling the fiscal 
and financial policy of the Government in more 

n 1e ¢ $ of apparentiyv threatened revolu- 
{ i rti and ecalline into exercise the pow- 
e) ) Government for making and improv- 
ing inte 1| communications between the States; 
1rousil and encouraging the Span sh Amer an 
colonies ont continent to throw off the foreien 
voke, and to organize vovernments on principles 
‘ enial to our own, and thus creating external 
bulwarks for our own national defense; establish- 
i equal and impartial peace and amity with all 
existing maritime Powers; and exte nding the con- 

itutional organization of government over the 

regions all secured in his lifetime by purchase 
or | y cong est, here by the pill ir 3 of the Repu )- 
lie have been removed from the bonlie of the St. 
Mary’s to the borders of the Rio Grande, and 
from the margin of the Mississippi to the Pacific 
coas We may not yet discuss the wisdom of 
the several measures which have thus passed in 
review before us, nor of the positions which the 
deceased statesman sumed in revard to them, 
but we may without offense dwell upon the com- 
prehensive results of them all. 

Che Union exists in absolute integrity, and the 
tepublic in complete and triumphant development. 
Wit owt having relinquished any par} of their 
indivtduality, the States have more than doubled 
alrea ie ind are increasing in numbers and grow- 
ing in political strength and expansion more rap- 
idly than ever before. Without having absorbed 
any State, or having even encroached on any State, 

> Confederation has oO} ened itself so as to em-~- 
brace all the new members who nave come, and 
now, with capacity for further and indefinite en- 
larzement, has become fixed, enduring, and per- 
petual. Although it was doubted only half a cen- 
tury ago, whether our:political system could be 
maintained at all, and whether, if maintained, it 


could guaranty the peace and hs of 
ciety, it st 5 ssed by the world the 
form of rovernment not only most adapted to em- 
] congenial with the constitution 


ippiness so- 


| 


inds now confe 


pire, but also most 


f human 1 
W he 
ducted to t 


o iiture. 
sider that the nation has 
iis haven, not only through stormy 
ether also without a course and 
and when we consider, moreover, 
happiness that has already been en- 
joyed by the American people, and still more the 
influence which the great achievement is exerting 
the advancement and melioration of the condi- 
tion of mankind, we see at once that it might have 
satisfied the nighest ambition to have been, no mat- 
ter how humbly, concerned in so great a transae- 
tion. ; 

Certainly, sir, no one will assert that Henny 
Cray in that transaction performed an obscure or 
even a common part. On the contr: ry, from the 
day on which he ent ered the public service until 

|, that on which he passed the gates of death, he 


been con- 


ar; 


the sum of 
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waa never a follower, but always a leader; and he 
marshaled either the party which sustained or that 
which resisted every great measure, equally in the 
Senate and in the popular canvass. And he led 
where duty seemed to him to indicate, reckless 
whether he encountered one President or twenty 
Presidents, whether he was opposed by factions 
or even by the whole people. Hence it has hap- 
pened, that although that people are not yet agreed 
among themselves on the wisdom of all or per- 
haps of even any of his great measures, yet they 
are nevertheless unanimous in acknowledging that 
he was at once the greatest, the most faithful, and 
the most reliable of their statesmen. Here the 
effort at discriminating praise of Henry Clay in 
regard to his public policy must stop, even on this 
aad occasion, which awakens the ardent liberality 
of his generous survivors. 

But his personal qualities may be discussed 
without apprehension. What were the elements 
of the success of that extraordinary man You, 
sir, knew him longer and better than [, and I 
would prefer to hear you speak of them. He was 
indeed eloquent—all the world knows that. He 
held the keys to the hearts of his countrymen, and 
he turned the wards within them with a skill at 
tained by no other master. 

But eloquence was nevertheless only an instru 
ment, and one of many that he used. His con- 
versation, his gestures, his very look, was magis- 
terial, persuasive, seductive, irresistible. And his 
appliance of all these was courteous, patient, and 
indefatigable. Defeat only inspired him with new 
resolution. He divided opposition by his assi 
duity of address, while he rallied and strengthened 
his own bands of supporters by the confidence of 
success which, feeling himself, he easily inspired 
among his followers. His affections were high 
and pure, and renerous, and the ‘ hie f¢ st among 
them was that one which the great Italian poet 
designated as the charity of native land. In him 
that charity was an enduring and overpowering 
enthusiasm, and it influenced all his sentiments 
and conduct, rendering him more impartial be- 
tween conflicting interests and sections than any 
other stateaman who has lived since the Revolu 
tion. Thus with great versatility of talent, and 
the most catholic equality of favor, he identi 
fied every question, whe ther of domestic adminis- 
tration or foreign policy, with his own great name, 
and so became a perpetual Tribune of the people. 
He needed only to pronounce in favor of a meas 
ure or against it, here, and immediately popular 
enthusiasm, excited as by a magic wand, was 
felt, overcoming and dissolving all opposition in the 
Senate Chamber. 

In this way he wroughtachange in our polites 
system, that [ think was not foreseen by its foun 
ers. He converted this branch of the Legislature 
from a negative position, or one of equilibrium be 
tween the Executive and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, into the active ruling power of the 
Republic. Only time can disclose whether this 
great innovation shall be heneficent, or even per- 
manent. 

Certainly, sir, the great lights of the Senate hav: 
set. ‘I'he obscuration is not less palpable to the 
country than to us, who are ieft to grope our un- 
certain way here, as in a labyrinth, oppressed 
with self-distrust. The time, too, presents new 
embarrassments. We are rising to another and 
more sublime stage of national progress—that of 
expanding wealth and rapid territorial aggrandize- 
ment. Our institutions throw a broad shadow 
across the St. Lawrence, and, stretching beyond the 
valley of Mexico, reach even to the plains of Cen- 
tral America, while the Sandwich Islands and the 
shores of China recognize its renovating influence. 
Wherever that influence is felt, a desire for pro- 
tection under those institutions is awakened. Ex- 
pansion seems to be regulated not by any difficul- 
ties of resistance, but by the moderation which 
results from our own internal constitution. No 
one knows how rapidly that restraint may give 
way. Who can tell how far or how fast it ought 
to yield? Commerce has brought the ancient con- 
tinents near to us, and created necessities for new 
positions——perhaps connections or colonies there— 
and with the trade and friendship of the elder 
mations their conflicts and collisions are brought 


i; 
] 
i 


to our doors and to-our hearts. Our sympathy | 


kindles, our indifference extinguishes, the fires of 
freedom in foreigniands. Before we shall be fully 
conscious that a change is going on in Europe, we 


—— eS 





may find ourselves once more divided by that eter- 
nal line of separation that leaves on the one side 
those of our citizens who obey the impulses of 
sympathy, while on the otherare found those who 
submit only to the counsels of prudence. Even 
prudence will soon be required to decide whether 
distant regions, East and West, shall come under 
our own protectian, or be left to aggrandizea 
rapidly-spreading domain of hostile despotism. 

Sir, who among us is equal to these mighty 
questions? I fear there isnoone. Nevertheless, 
the example of Henry Cuay remains for our in- 
struction. His genius has passed to the realms 
of light, but his virtues still live here for our emu- 
lation. With them there will remain also the pro 
tection and favor of the Most High, if by the 
practice of justice and the maintenance of freedom 
we shall deservethem. Let, then, the bier pass on. 
We will follow with sorrow, but not without 
hope, the reverend form that it bears to its final 
resting-place; and then, when that grave opens at 
our feet to receive so estimable a treasure, We W 
invoke the God of our fathers to send us new 
guides, like him that is now withdrawn, and give 
us wisdom to obey their instructions. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Mr. President, of the 
vast number who mourn the departure of the 
creat man whose voice has so often been heafd in 
this Hall, | have peculiar cause to regret that dis- 
pensation which has removed him from among us. 
He was the guardian and director of my collegiate 
days; four of his sons were my college mates and 
warm friends. My intercourse with the father 
was that of a youth and a friendly adviser. I 
\] never cease to feel grateful to him—to his 
now heart-stricken and bereaved widow and chil- 
dren, for their many kindnesses to me during four 
or five years of my life. I had the pleasure of 
renewing my acquaintance with him, first, as a 


ana 


delegate in Congress, whilst he was a member of 
this body from 1835 to 1839, and again in 1848, 
as a member of this branch of Congress: and 
during the whole of which period, some eight 
years, none but the most kindly feeling existed 
between us. ; 

As an humble and unimportant Senator, it was 
my fortune to co6perate with him throughout the 
whole of the ex ‘iting’ session of 1849-’50—the 
labor and excitement of which ts said to have pre- 
cipitated his decease. That coéperation did not 
end with the accordant vote on this floor, but, in 
consequence of the unyielding opposition to the 
series of measures known as the ** compromise,”’ 
extended to many private meetings held by its 
friends, at all of which Mr. Cray was present. 
And whether in public or private life, he every- 
where continued to inspire me with the most 
exalted estimate of his patriotism and statesman- 
ship. Never shall I forget the many ardent ap- 
peals he made to Senators, in and out of the Sen- 
ate, in favor of the settlement of our then unhappy 
sectional differences. f 

Immediately after the close of that memorable 
session of Congress, during which the nation be- 
held his great and almost superhuman efforts upon 
this floor to sustain the wise counsels of the ** Fa- 
ther of his Country,’’ I accompanied him home 
to Ashland, at his invitation, to revisit the place 
where my happiest days had been spent, with the 
friends who there continued to reside. During 
that, to me, most agreeable and instructive jour- 
ney,in many Conversations he evinced the utmost 
solicitude for the welfare and honor of the Repub- 
lic, all tending to show that he believed the happi- 
ness of the people and the cause of liberty through- 
out the world depended upon the continuance of 
our glorious Union, and the avoidance of those 
sectional dissensions which could but alienate the 
affections of one portion of the people from an- 
other. With the sincerity and fervor of a true 

atriot, he warned his companions in that journey 
to withhold all aid from men who labored, and 
from every cause which tended, to sow the seeds 
of disunion in the land; and to oppose such, he 
declared himself willing to forego all the ties and 
associations of mere party. 


Ata subsequent period, sir, this friend of my || 


youth, at my earnest and repeated entreaties, con- 
sented to take a sea voyage from New York to 
Havana. He remained at the latter place a fort- 
night, and then returned by New Orleans to Ash- 
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land. That. excursion by sea, he assured me, | 


| contributed mach to relieve him from the suffer- 
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ings occasioned by the disease which has just ter 
minated his eventful and glorious life. Would to 
Heaven that he could have been persuaded to 
abandon his duties as a Senator, and to have re. 
mained during the past winter and spring upon 
that Island of Cuba! The country would not 
now, perhaps, have been called to mourn his logs 

In some matters of policy connected with the 
administration of our General Government, | have 
disagreed with him, yet the purity and sincerity 
of his motives I never doubted; and asa true lover 
of his country, es an honorable and honest man 
I trust his example will be reverenced and followed 
by the men of this, and of succeeding geners 


tions 


Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, as an ardent, 
personal admirer and political friend of the distin 
guished dead, | claim the privilege of adding my 
humble tribute of respect to his memory, and of 
joining in the general expression of sorrow that 
has gone forth from this Chamber. Death, at al! 
times, is an instructive monitor as well as a mourn. 
ful messenger; but when his fatal shaft hath 
stricken down the great in intellect and renown, 
how doubly impressive the lesson that it brings 
home to the heart that the grave is the common lot 
of all—the great leveler of all earthly distinctions! 
But at the same time we are taught that in one 
sense the good and great can never die; for the 
memory of their virtues and their bright example 
will live through all coming time in an immortality 
that blooms beyond the grave. The consolation 
of this thought may calm our sorrow; and, inthe 
language of one of our own poets, it may beasked 

‘Why weep ye, then, for him, who having run 

The bound of man’s appointed vears, at last, 

Life's blessings all enjoyed, life’s labors done, 
Serenely to his final rest has passed ; 

While the soft memory of his virtues yet 

Lingers, like twilight hues when the bright sun has set?” 


It will be doing no injustice, sir, to the living or 
the dead to say that no better specimen of the true 
American character can be found in our history 
than that of Mr. Cray. With no adventitious 
advantages of birth or fortune, he won his way 
by the efforts of his own genius to the highest dis 
tinction and honor. Ardenily attached to the 
principles of civil and religious liberty, patriotism 
was with him both a passion and a sentiment—a 
passion that gave energy to his ambition, and a 
sentiment that pervaded all histhoughtsand actions, 
concentrating them upon his country as the idol 
of his heart. The bold and manly frankness in 
the expression of his opinions which always char- 
acterized him has often been the subject of remark; 
and in all his victories it may be truly said he 
never **stooped to conquer.’’ In his long and 
brilliant political career, personal considerations 
never for a single instant caused him to swerve 
from the strict line of duty, and none have ever 
doubted his deep sincerity in that memorable ex- 
pression to Mr. Preston, ‘‘Sir, I had rather be 
right than be President.”* 

This is not the time nor occasion, sir, to enter 
into a detail of the public services of Mr. Crary, 
interwoven as they are with the history of the 
country for half a century; but I cannot refrain 
from adverting to the last crowning act of his 
glorious life—his great effort in the Thirty-first 
Congress for the preservation of the peace and in- 
tegrity of this great Republic, as it was this effort 
that shattered his bodily strength and hastened the 
consummation of death. The Union oftheStates, 
as beingessential to our prosperity and happiness, 
was the paramount proposition in his politica! 
creed, and the slightest symptom of danger to its 
perpetuity filled him with alarm, and called forth 
all the energies of his body and mind. In his 
earlier life he had met this danger and overcome 
it. In the conflict of contending factions it again 
appeared; and coming forth from the repose of 
private life,to which age and infirmity had carried 
him, with unabated strength of intellect, he again 
entered upon the arena of political strife, and again 
success crowned his efforts, and peace and har- 
mony were restored to a distracted people. But 
unequal to the mighty struggle, his bodily strength 
sank beneath it, and he retired from the field of 
his glory to yield up his life as a holy sacrifice to 
| his beloved country. It has well been: said that 

peace has its victories as well as war; and how 
bright upon the page of history will be the record 


| of this great victory of intellect, of reason, and 
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of moral suasion, over the spirit of discord and 
sectional animosities ! 

We this day, Mr. President, commit his mem- | 
ory to the regard and affection of his admiring 
countrymen. Itis a consolation to them and to 
as to know that he died in full possession of his 
glorious intellect, and, what is better, in the en- 
joyment of that ** peace which the world can 
neither give’’ nor take away. He sank to rest 
as the full-orbed king of day, unshorn of a single 
heam, or rather like the planet of morning, his 
brightness was but eclipsed by the opening to him 
of a more full and perfect day— 

«Nu waning of fire, no paling of ray, 

But rising, still rising, as passing away 
Farewell, gallant eagle, thou’rt buried in light— 
God speed thee to heaven, lost star of our night.’’ 


r 








The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and, in pursuance thereof, the President pro tem. 
made the following appointments: 

Committee of Arrangements. 


Mr. Hunter, | Mr. Cooper, 
Mr. Dawson, | Mr. Bright, 


Mr. Jones, of Iowa, | * Mr. Smith. 
Pal!-Bearers: 
Cass, Mr. Pratt, 

Mr. Mangum, | Mr. Atchison, 

Mr. Dodge, of Wis., | Mr. Bell. 

Committee to attend the remains of the deceased: 

Mr. Underwood, Mr. Fish, 

Mr. Jones, of Tenn., Mr. Houston, 

Mr. Cass, Mr. Stockton. 

The order of proceeding for the funeral 
follows: 

The Committee of Arrangements, Pall-hearers, 
and Mourners will attend at the National Hotel, 
the late residence of t 1e decease d, ateleven o’clock 
a. m., on Thursday, July 1, 1852. 

At half past elever, the members of the two 
Houses of Congress will assemble at the same 
place, at which time the corpse will be removed, 
in charge of the Committee of Arrangements, at- 
tended by the members and officers of the two 
Houses of Congress, to the Senate Chamber, 
where divine service will be performed. 

At the conclusion of the service, the corpse will 
be placed in the Rotunda, where it will remain 
until he'f past three o’clock t will be re- 
moved, in c] of Arrange- 
ments and Pall-bearers, to the railroad depdt, 
where it will be confided to committee ap- 
pointed to accompany it to Kentucky. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 

Resolved, Thatas an additional mark of respect to the 
meinory of the deceased the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr 
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The Senate adjourned accordingly till to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespbay, June 30, 1852. 
DEATH OF MR. CLAY. 


The House met at the usual hour, but was not 
called to order til] ten minutes two o’clock, 
in consequence of the death of Mr. Cray, the 
formal announcement of which was to be received 
from the Senate. 

The Rev. C. M. Burier then addressed the 
Throne of Grace as follows: 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we be- 
seech thee to look upon us in love, to forgive us 
our sins, and to bestow upon us thy blessing. 
Take us as a nation intothy holy keeping. Bless 
the President and Congress of these United States, 
and all who are in authority; enable them faith- 
fully and fraternally to accomplish thy will, that 
they may enjoy thy perpetual benediction. 

Heavenly Father, thou hast in thy wise Provi- 
dence seen fit to take out of this world the soul of 
him at whose departure a nation weeps.. We 
bow in resignation to thy blessed will, and ac- 
knowledge that thou doest al! things well. We 
thankshee for the signal public services which the 
departed statesman, whose death we mourn to- 
day, was permitted to render to his country. We 
thank thee for the circumstances of mercy and 
consolation connected with his sickness and his 
death. We thank thee for the grace that sus- 
tained him in submissive patience amidst his 
protracted suffering, and for the testimony which 
thou didst enable him to give to the power and 


past 


excellency of thy gospel. We bless thee that we | 
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are permitted to think of him, whose long suffer- 
ing we mourn, as now resting in the peace and 
paradise of God. 

We commend to thy fatherly care the bereaved 
wife, the children and the relatives of the departed, 
Remember them, O Lord, in mercy. Sanctify 
thy fatherly correction to them. Endow their 
souls with patience under their affliction, and with 
resignation to thy blessed will. Comfort them 
with a sense of thy goodness, and enable them to 
prepare to follow him who has gone before the 
to tn 


m 
at better world, where God wipes away ail 
tears from those whom death has swallowed up in 
Vict ry. , 

We beseech thee to bless this dispensation of 
thy Providence to the members of this Congress 
here and now assembled, and to all who are en- 
gaged in the public service. Teach them that the 
glory of man is as the flower of the grass—that 
the fashion of this world passeth away. Teach 
them the folly of ambition, the sin of strife, and 
the nothingness of renown. Make them so to 
lay to heart this lesson of mortality as to live 
above the world, to seek thy favor, to study thy 
law, and in all their actions to aim-at thy glory, 
at the good of their own souls, and of the souls of 
their fellow-men. 

And when we are called to go the way of al! the 
earth, may we depart in the confidence of a cer- 
tain faith, in the comfort of a reasonable, relizious 
and holy hope, in favor with thee, our God, and 
perfect charity with the world. All of which we 
ask in the name and for the sake of Jesus € 
our Saviour. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday having 

A message was received from the Senate by th 
hands of Asspury Dickins, 
announeing the death of Henry Cray, late Sena 


irist, 
een read, 


. . 
Ese., Its Secretary, 


tor from Kentucky, and the adoption of the fo 
lowing proceedings by that body, viz: 
Resolved, That a committee of six be appointed by the 


Py 
President of the Senate to take order for superintending the 
funeral of Henry Cuay, late a member of this body, which 


wilktake place to-morrow at twelve o’clock, meridian, and 
that the Senate will attend the same 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate, from a sin 
cere desire of showing every mark of respect to the mem 
ory of the deceased, will go into mourning for one month 
by the usual mode of wearing crape on the lett ar 


as a further mark of respect entertained by the 
memory of Henry Cuay his long and 
distinguished services to his country, That his remains, in 


Resolved, 


Senate tor the and 


pursuance of the Known wishes of his family, be removed 
to the place oi sepulture, selects d by himself, at Lexinugto Ba 


in Kentucky, in charge of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and at 
tended by a committee of six Senators, to be appointed by 
the President of the Senate, who shall have full 
earry this resolution into effect. 

Resolved, ae as an additional mark of respect to the 
memory of thetleceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. Hunrer, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Jones of Iowa, M: 
Cooper, Mr. Briaut, and Mr. SmMiru, were appointed the 
Committee of Arrangements. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE then rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: [ rise to perform the melancholy 
duty of announcing to this body the death of 
Henry Cray, late a Senator in Congress fre 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Mr. Cray expired at his lodgings in this city 
yesterday morning at seventeen 
eleven o’clock, in the seventy-sixth year of his 
His noble intellect was unclouded to the 
last. After protracted sufferings, he passed away 
without pain; and so gently did the spi le 
his frame, that the moment of departure was not 
observed by the friends who watched his bed- 
side. His last hours were cheered by the pres- 
ence of an affectionate son, and he died surrounded 
by friends who, during his long illness, had done 
all that affection could suggest to soothe his suffer- 
ings. 

Although this sad event has been expected for 
many weeks, the shork it produced, and the innu- 
merable tributes of respect to his memory exhib- 
ited on every side, and in every form, prove the 
depth of the public sorrow and the greatness of 
the public loss. 

Imperishably associated as his name has been 
for fifty years with every great event affecting the 
fortunes of our country, it is difficult to realize 
that he is indeed gone forever. 
feel that we shall see no more his noble form 
within these walls—that we shall hear no more 
his patriot tones, now rousing his countrymen to 
vindicate their rights against a foreign foe, now 
imploring them to preserve concord among them- 
selves. Weshall see him no more. The mem- 
ory and the fruits of his services alone remain to 


power to 


rm the 


minutes past 


age. 
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ve 


It is difficult to , 
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us. Amidst the general gloom, the Capitol itnelf 


looks desolate, as if the genius of the place had 
departed. Already the intelligence has reached 


ee ey nee 


| almost every quarter of the Republic, and a great 


people mourn with us, to-day, the death of their 
most illustrious citizen. Sympathizing, as we do, 
deeply, with his family and friends, yet private 
affliction is absorbed in the general sorrow. The 
spectacie of a whole community lamenting the logs 


of a great man,is far more touching than any 


manifestation of private grief. In speaking ofa 
loss which is national, I will not attempt to de 
scribe the universal burst of crrief with which 
Kentucky will receive these tidings. The attempt 
would be vain to depict the gloom that will cover 
her people, when they know that the pillar of 
fire is rem ved, which has guided their footsteps 
tor the te of a generation. 


It is known to the country, that from the mem- 
of 1849-"50, Mr. Cray’s health 


ra €e session 

cradually declined. Although several years of his 
Senatorial term remained, hedid not propose tocon- 
tinue in the public service longer than the present 


session. He came to Washington chiefly to de 
should bees essary, the measures 
of nd} istment, to the adoption if which he so 
largely contributed; but the condition of his health 


id, if 


me ner 


i} } 
aiow 


did aot him, at any time, to participate in 
he discussions of the Senate. During the winter, 
he was confined almost wholly to his room, with 
sliicht changes in his condition, but gradually 
losing the remnant of his strength. Through the 
long and dreary winter, he conversed much and 
cheerfully with his friends, and expressed a deep 
interest in public affairs. Although he did not 
expe a restoration to health, he cherished the 


hope that the mild season of spring would bring 


to him streneth enough to return to Ashland, and 
lie the bosom of his family. But alas! spring, 
that brings life to all nature, brought no life nor 
hope to him, After the month of March, his vital 


powers rar ily 


y wasted, and for weeks he lay pa- 
iwaiting the stroke of death. But the ap- 


tientiyv 


proach of he destroyer had no terrors for him. 
No clouds overhung his future. He met the end 
with cormposure, and his pathway to the grave 
was brightened by the immortal hones which 
3pring from the Christian faith. 


~ 


Not long before his death, having just returned 
from Kentucky, ! bore to him a token of affection 
lent wife. Nevercan I forget his ap- 
pearance, hismanner, orhis words. After speaking 
of hie family, his friends, and his country, he 


from his exce 


| changed the conversation to his own future, and 


looking on me with his fine eye undimmed, and his 
voice full of its original compass and melody, he 
said, ‘* 1 am not afraid to die, sir. I have hope, 
ldo not think any man 
can be entirely certain in regard to his future state, 
but | have an abiding trust in the merits and me- 
diation of our Saviour.’’ It will assuage the grief 
of his family to know that he looked hopefully 
beyond the tomb, and a Christian people will re- 
police to hea - that s 
; 


reposed 


faith, and someconfidence. 


a manin his last hours, 
on the 


with simplicity and confidence 


ymises of the Gospel. 


It is the custom on occasions like this, to speak 
of the parentage and childhood of the deceased, 
and to follow him, step by step, through life. I 
will not attempt to relate even all the great events 


of Mr. Cray’s life, because they are familiar to the 
whole country, and it would be needless to enu- 
merate a long list of public services which form a 
part of American history. 

Beginning life as a friendless boy, with few ad- 
vantages save those conferred by nature, while 
vet a minor he left Virginia, the State of his birth, 
and commenced the practice of law at Lexington, 


in Kentucky. At a bar remarkable for its num- 
hers and talent. Mr. Cray soon roseto the first 
rar Ata very early age he was elected from 
the county of Fayette to the General Assembly of 
Kentur ky, and was the Sneaker of that body. 


Coming into the Senate of the United States, for 
the first time, in 1806, he entered upon a parlia- 

' mentary career, the most brilliant and successful 
our annals. From that time, he remained ha- 
bitually in the public eye. As a Senator, asa 
member of this House, and ite Speaker, as a 
representative of his try abroad, and as a 
high officer in the Executive department of the 
Government, he was intimately connected for fifty 
years with every great measure of American pol}- 
ey. Of the mere party measures of this period, | 
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do not propose to speak. Many of them have 
passed away, and are remembered only as the 
occasion for the great intellectual efforts which 
marked their discussion. Concerning others, opin- 
ions are still divided, They will go into history, 
with the reasons-on either side rendered by the 
greatest intellects of the time. 

As a leader in a deliberative body, Mr. Cray 
had no equal in America. In him, intellect, per- 
son, eloquence, and courage, united to form a 
character fit to command. He fired with his 
own enthusiasm, and controlled by his amazing 
will, individuals and masses. No reverse cou!d 
crush his spirit, nor defeat reduce him to despair. 
Equally erect and dauntless in prosperity and ad- 
versity; when successful, he moved to the accom- 
plishment of his purposes with severe resolution; 
when defeated, he rallied his broken bands around 
him, and from his eagle eye shot along their ranks 
the contazion of his own courage. Destined for 
a leader, he everywhere asserted his destiny. In 
his lone and eventful life he came in contact with 
men of all ranks and professions, but he never felt 
that he was in the presence of a man superior to 
himself. In the assemblies of the people, at the 
bar, in the Senate—everywhere within the circle 
of his personal presence he assumed and main- 
tained a position of preéminence. 

jut the supremacy of Mr. Cray as a party 
leader was not his only nor his highest title to re- 
nown. ‘That title is to be found in the purely pa- 
triotic spirit which, on great occasions, alw ays sig- 
nalized his conduct. We have had no statesman 
who in periods of real and imminent public peril has 
exhibited a more genuine and enlarged patriotism 
than Henry Cray. Whenever a question pre- 
sented itself, actually threatening the existence of 
the Union, Mr. Cray, rising above the passions 
of the hour, always exerted his powers to solve it 
peace fully and honorably. Although more liable 
than most men, from his impetuous and ardent 
nature, to feel strongly the passions common to 
us all, it was his rare faculty to be able to sub- 
due them in a great crisis, and to hold towards 
all sections of the Confederacy the language of 
concord and brotherhood. 

Sir, it will be a proud pleasure to every true 
American heart to remember the great occasions 
when Mr. Cray has displayed a sublime patriot- 
ism—when the ill-temper engendered by the 
times, and the miserable jealousies of the day, 
seemed to have been driven from his bosom, by 
the expulsive power of nobler feelings—when 
every throb of his heart was given to his country, 
every eifort of his intellect dedicated to her service. 
W ho does not remember the three periods when 
the American system of Government was exposed 
to its severest trials; and who does not know that 
when history shall relate the struggles which pre- 
ceded and the dangers which were averted by the 
Missouri compromise—the tariff compromise of 
1832, and the adjustment of 1850, the same pages 
will record the genius, the eloquence, and the pa- 
triotism of Henry Cray? 

Nor was it in Mr. Cray’s nature to lag behind 
inti! measures of adjustment were matured, and 
then come forward to swell a majority. On the 
contrary, like a bold and real statesman, he was 
ever among the first to meet the peril, and hazard 
his fame upon the remedy. It is fresh in the mem- 
ory of us all that, when lately the fury of sectional 
discord threatened to sever the Confederacy, Mr. 
Cray, though withdrawn from public life, and 
oppressed by the burden of years, came back to 
the Senate, the theater of his glory, and devoted 
the remnant of his strength to the sacred duty of 
preserving the union of the States. ° 

With characteristic courage he took the lead 
in proposing a scheme of settlement. But while 
he was willing to assume the responsibility of 
proposing a plan, he did not, with petty ambition, 
insist upon its adoption to the exclusion of ,other 
modes; but taking his own as a starting point for 
discussion and practical action, he nobly labored 
with his compatriots to change and improve it in 
such form as to make it an acceptable adjustment. 
Throughout the long and arduous struggle, the 
love of country expelled from his bosom the spirit 
of selfishness, and Mr. Cray proved for the third 
time, that though he was ambitious, and loved 
glory, he had no ambition to mount to fame on 
the confusions of his country. And this convic- 
tion is lodged in the hearts of the people; the party 


ow — - 


have not, for several years, interposed between 
Mr. Cray and the masses of his countrymen. 
After 1850 he seemed to feel that his mission was 
accomplished, and during the same period the re- 
gards and affections of the American people have 

| been attracted to him in a remarkable degree. 

| For many months the warmest feelings—the deep- 
est anxieties of all parties centered upon the dying 
statesman; the glory of his great actions shed a 
mellow lustre on his declining years, and to fill 
the measure of his fame, his countrymen, weaving 

| for him the laurel wreath, with common hands, 
did bind it about his venerable brows, and send 
him crowned, to history’ 

The life of Mr. Cray, sir, is a striking ex- 
ample of the abiding fame which surely awaits 
the direct and candid statesman. The entire ab- 

| sence of equivocation or disguise in all his acts 
was his master-key to the popular heart; for while 
the people will forgive the errors of a bold and 
open nature, he sins past forgiveness who deliber- 
ately deceives them. Hence Mr. Cray, though 
often defeated in his measures of policy, always 
secured the respect of his opponents without losing 
the confidence of his friends. He never paltered 
in a double sense. The country was never in 
doubt as to his opinions or his purposes. In all 
the contests of his time, his position on great public 
questions was as clear as the sun in a cloudless 
sky. Sir, standing by the grave of this great man, 
and considering these things, how contemptible 
does appear the mere legerdemain of politics! 
what a reproach is his life on that false policy 
which would trifle with a great and upright peo- 
ple! If I were to write his epitaph, | would in- 

| scribe as the highest eulogy, on the stone which 
shall mark his resting place, ‘* Here lies a man 
who was in the public service for fifty years, and 
ver attempted to deceive his countrymen.”’ 

W hile the youth of America should imitate his 
noble qualities, they may take courage from his 
career and note the high proof it affords that 

| under our equal institutions the avenues to honor 
areopento all. Mr. Cray rose by the force of his 
own genius, unaided by power, patronage, or 
wealth. At an age when our young men are 
usually advanced to the higher schools of learn- 
ing, provided only with the rudiments of an Eng- 

| lish education, he turned his steps to the West, 
and amidst the rude collisions of a border life, ma- 
tured a character whose highest exhibitions were 
| destined to mark eras in his country’s history. 
Bevinninge on the frontiers of American civiliza- 
| tion, the orphan boy, supported only by the con- 
sciousness of his own powers, and by the confi- 
dence of the people, surmounted all@®he barriers 
of adverse fortune, and won a glorious name in 
the annals of his country. Let the generous 
youth, fired with honorable ambition, remember 
that the American system of Government offers 
on every hand bounties to merit. If, like Cuay, 
orphanage, obscurity, poverty, shall oppress 
him; yet if, like Ciay, he feels the Promethean 
| spark within, let him remember that his country, 


hie 


|| like a generous mother, extends her arms to wel- 


| come and to cherish every one of her children 
| whose genius and worth may promote her pros- 
perity or increase her renown. 

Mr. Speaker, the signs of woe around us and 
the general voice announce that another great man 
has fallen. Our consolation is that he was not 
taken in the vigor of his manhood, but sunk into 
the grave at the close of a long and illustrious 

| career. The great statesmen who have filled the 
largest space in the public eye, one by one are 
passing away. Of the three great leaders of the 
Senate, one alone remains, and he must follow 
soon. We shall witness no more their intellectual 
struggles in the American forum; but the monu- 
ments of their genius will be cherished as the com- 
mon property of the people, and their names will 
continue to confer dignity and renown upon their 
country. 


will be the name of CLay—a name pronounced 
with pride by Americans in every quarter of the 
globe; a name to be remembered while history 
| shall record the struggles of modern Greece for 
freedom, or the spirit of liberty burn in the South 
American bosom; a living and immortal name—a 


| 
| name that would descend to posterity without the 
aid of letters, borne by tradition from generation 


| to generation. Every memorial of such a man 


measures and the party passions of former times || wil! possess a meaning and a value to his country- 
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Not less illustrious than the greatest of these || 
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men. His tomb will bea hallowed spot. Great 
memories will cluster there, and his countrymen 
. . ° . ’ 
as they visit it, may well exclaim— 
** Such graves as his are pilgrim shrines, 
Shrines to no creed or code confined; 
The Delphian vales, the Palestines, 
The Meccas of the mind.” 
Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolutions: 
Resolved, ‘That the House of Representatives of the Upj 
ted States has received, with the deepest sensibility, inte} 
ligence of the death of Henry Cray. 
Resolved, That the officers and members of the House of 
Representatives will wear the usual badge of mourning f{ 


for 
thirty days, as a testimony of the profound respect this 
House entertains for the memory of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the officers and members of the House 
of Representatives, in a body, will attend the funeral of 
Henry CLAY, On the day appointed for that purpose by the 
Senate of the United States. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in relation 
to the death of Henry Clay, be communicated to the family 
of the deceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, ‘That as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


Mr. EWING rose and said: A noble heart hag 
ceased to beat forever. A long life of brilliant and 
self-devoted public service is finished at last. And 
we now stand at its conclusion looking back 
through the changeful history of that life to its 
beginning, contemporaneous with the very birth 
of the Republic; and its varied events mingle in 
our hearts and our memories—with the triumph 
and calamities, the weakness and the power, the 
adversity and prosperity of a country we love so 
much. As we contemplate this sad event, in this 
place, the shadows of the past gather over us; the 
memories of events long gone crowd upon us, and 
the shades of departed patriots seem to hover 
about us, and wait to*receive into their midst the 
spirit of one who was worthy to be a co-laborer 
with them in a common cause, and to share in 
the rewards of their virtues. Henceforth he must 
be to us as one'of them 

They say he was ambitious. If so it was a 
grievous fault, and grievously has he answered it. 
He has found in it naught but disappointment. It 
has but served to aggravate the mortification of 
his defeats, and furnish an additional luster to the 
triumph of his foes. Those who come after us 
may, ay, they will, inquire why his statue stands 
not among the statues of those whom men thought 
ablest and worthiest to govern. 

But his ambition was a high and holy feeling— 
unselfish, magnanimous. Its aspirations were for 
his country’s good, and its triumph was his coun- 
try’s prosperty. Whether in honor or reproach, 
in triumph or defeat, that heart of his never 
throbbed with one pulsation save for her honor 
and her welfare. Turn to him in that last best 
deed, and crowning glory of a life so full of public 
service and of honor, when his career of personal 
ambition was finished forever. Rejected again 
and again by his countrymen; just abandoned by 
a party which would scarce have had an existence 
without his genius, his courage, and his labors, 
that great heart, ever firm and defiant to the as- 
saults of his enemies, but defenseless against the 
ingratitude of friends, doubtless wrung with the 
bitterest mortification of his life—then it was, and 
under such circumstances as these, the gathering 
storm rose upon his country. All eyes turned to 
hjm; all voices called for those services which, in 
the hour of prosperity and security, they had so 
carelessly rejected. With no misanthropic cha- 
erin; with no morose, selfish resentment, he for- 
got all but his country and that country endan- 
gvered. He returns to the scene of his labors 
and his fame which he had thought to have left 
forever. A scene—that American Senate Cham- 
ber—clothed in no gorgeous drapery, shrouded 
in no superstitious awe or ancient reverence for 
hereditary power, but to a reflecting American 
mind more full of interest, of dignity, and of 
grandeur than any spot on this broad earth, not 
made holy by religion’s consecrating seal. See 
him as he enters there, tremblingly, but hopefully, 
upon the last, most momentous, perhaps most 
| doubtful conflict of his hfe. Sir, many. a gay 

tournament has been more dazzling to the’tye of 
fancy, more gorgeous and imposing in the display 
of jewelry and cloth of gold, in the sound of her- 
alds’ trumpets, in the gtand array of princely 
beauty and of royal pride. Many a battle-field 
has trembled beneath a more ostentatious parade 
| of human power, and its conquerors have been 
crowned with laurels, honored with triumphs, and 


'| apotheosized amid the demigods of history; but 


18 


to t 
of t 
flict 
hop 
war 
mor 
Ss 
con 
for 
he 
low 
pat 
I 
sto 
sut 
the 
wil 
ma 
cal 
ne 
a 
mi 
so 
er 
til 
tr 
w 






















apne: eee, 


a 


1852. 


to the thoughtful, hopeful, philanthropic student 
of the annals of his race, never was there a con- 
flict in which such dangers were threatened, such 
hopes imperiled, or the hero of which deserv eda 

warmer gratitude, a nobler triumph, or a prouder 
monument. 


Sir, from that long, anxious, and exhausting 


conflict he never rose again. In that last battle 
for his country’s honor and his country’s safety 
he received the mortal wound which laid him 
low; and we now mourn the death of a martyred 
pat triot. 


But never, in all the grand drama which the | 


story of his life arrays, never has he presented a 
sublimer or a more touching spectacle than in 
those last days of his decline “and death. Broken 
with the storms of State, wounded and scathed in 
many a fiery conflict, that aged, worn, and de- 
c ayed body, in such mournful contrast with the 
never-dying strength of his giant spirit, he seemed 
a proud and sacred, though a crumbling monu- 
ment of past glory. Standing amongst us, like 
some ancient colossal ruin amidst the degen- 
erate and more diminutive structures of modern 
times, its vast proportions magnified by the con- 
trast, he reminded us of those days when there 
were giants in the land, and we remembered that 
even then there was none whose prowess could 
withstand hisarm. ‘To watch him in that slow de- 
cline, yielding with dignity, and as it were inch 
by inch to that last enemy, as a hero yields to a 

conquering foe, the glorious licl it of his intellect 
blazing still in all its wonted brilliancy, and setting 
at ay e the clouds that vainly attempted to ob- 
scure it, he was more full of interest than in the 
day of Vis glory and his power. There are some 
men whose brightest intellectual emanations rise 
so little superior to the instincts of the animal, 
that we are led fearfully to doubt that cherished 
truth of the soul’s immortality, which, even in 
despair, men press to their doubting hearts. But 
it is in the death of such a man as he, that we are 
reassured by the contemplation of a kindred 
though superior spirit, of a soul which, immortal, 
like his fame, knows no old age, no decay, no 
death. 

The wondrous light of his unmatched intellect 
may have dazzled a world; the eloquence of that 
inspired tongue may have enchanted millions, but 
there are few who have sounded the depths of that 
noble heart. ‘To see him in sickness and in health, | 
in joy and in sadness, in the silent watches of the 
night and in the busy daytime—this it was to 
know and love him. ‘To see the impetuous tor- 
rent of that resistless will—the hurricane of those 
passions hushed in peace, breathe calm and gently 
as a summer zephyr; to feel the gentle pressure of 
that hand in the grasp of friendship which in the 
rage of fiery conflict would hurl scorn and defiance 
at his foe; to see that eagle eye which oft would 
burn with patriotic ardor or flash with the light- 
ning of his anger, beam with the kindliest expres- 
sions of tenderness and affection—then it was, 
and then alone, we could learn to know and feel | 
that that heart was warmed by the same sacred | 
fire from above which enkindled the licht of his 
resplendent intellect. In the death of such a man 
even patriotism itself might pause, and for a mo- 
ment stand aloof while friendship shed a tear of 
sorrow upon his bier. 


“ His life was gentle; and the elements 
So mix’d in him, that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, This was a man!” 
3ut who can estimate his country’s loss? What 
tongue portray the desolation which in this hour 
throughout this broad land hangs like a gloomy 
pall over his grief-stricken countrymen? How 
poorly can words like mine translate the eloquence 
of a whole people’ s grief for a patriot’s death! 
For anation’s loss leta nation mourn. For thatstu- 
pendous calamity to our country and mankind, be 
the heavens hung with black; let the wailing ele- 
ments chant his dirge, and the universal heart of 
man throb with one common pang of grief and 
anguish, 


Mr. CASKIE said: Mr. Speaker, I must try | 


to lay a single laurel leaf in that open coffin which || 


is already garlanded by the eloquent tributes to 
the illustrious departed, which have been heard in 
this now solemn Hall,—for I come, sir, from the 
district of his birth. I represent on this floor that 
old Hanover so proud of her Henrys—her Patrick | 
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seaee and her Hexas Crary. I speak for a peo- 
ple among whom he has always had as earnest 
and devoted friends as were ever the grace and 
glory of a patriot and statesman. 

{ shall attempt no sketch of his life. That you 
have had from other and abler hands than mine. 
Till yesterday that life was, of his own free gift, 
the property of his country; to-day it belongs to 
her history. It is known to all, and will not-be 
forgotten. Constant, stern op ponent of his polit- 
ical school as has heen my State, 1 say for her, 
that nowhere in this broad land are his great qual- 
ities more admired, or his death more mourned, 
than in Virginia. Well may this be so; for she 
is his mother, and he was her son. 

Mr. Speaker, when I remember the party strifes 
in w hich he was so much mingled, and through 
which we all more or less have passed, and then 
survey this scene, and think how far, as the light- 
ning has bornethe news that he is gone, half-masted 
flags are drooping and church-be'ls are tolling, and 
men are sorrowing—!I can but feel that it is good for 
man todie. lor when death enters, oh! how the 
unkindnesses and jealousies, and rivalries of life do 

vanish, and how, like incense from an altar, do 
peace and friendship and all the sweet charities of 
our nature rise around the corpse which was once 
a man! 

And of a truth, Mr. Speaker, never was more 
of veritable, noble manhood cased in mortal mould 
than was found in him to whose memory this 
brief and humble but true and heart-felt tribute ~ 
paid. But his eloqu ent voice is hushed, his hig! 
heartis stilled. ** Like a shoc kof corn f fully ripe, * 
has been gathered to his fathers.’’ With more than 
three-score years and ten upon him, and honors 
clustered thick about him, in the full possession 
of unclouded intellect, and all the consolations of 
christianity, he has met the fate which is evitable 
by none. Lamented by all his countrymen, his 
name is bright on Fame’s immortal roll. He has 
finished his course, and hehashiscrown. What 
more fruit can life bear? Whatcan it give that 
Henry Cray has not gained? 

Then, Mr. Speaker, around his tomb should be 
heard not only the dirge that wails his loss, but 
the jubilant anthem which sounds that on the 
world’s great battle-field another victory has been 
won, another incontestable greatness achieved. 


Mr. CHANDLER said: Mr. Speaker, it would 
seem as if the solemn invocation of the honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Ew1na] was receiv- 
ing an early answer, and that the heavens are 
hung i in black, and the wailing elements are sing- 
ing the fur | dirge of Henry Ciay. Amid this 
elemental @foom and the distress which pervades 
the nation at the death of Henry Cxay, private 
grief should not obtrude itself upon notice, nor 
personal anguish seek for utterance. Silence is 
the best exponent of individual sorrow, and the 
heart that knoweth its own bitterness shrinks from 
an exposition of its affliction. 

Could I have consulted my own feelings on the 
event which occupies the attention of the House 
at the present moment, I should even have for- 
borne attendance here, and in the solitude and 
silence of my chamber, have mused upon the ter- 
rible lesson which has been administered to the 
people and the nation. But | represent a constit- 
uency who justly pride themselves upon the un- 
wavering attachment they have ever felt and man- 
ifested to Henry Cray—a constant, perv: ading, 
heredits ry love; the son has taken up the father’s 
affection, and ainid all the professions of political 
attachments to others, whom the accidents of 
party have made prominent, and the success of 
party has made cinptel. true to his own instincts, 
and true to the sanctified legacy of his father, he 
has placed the name of Henry Ciay forward and 
preéminent as the exponent of what is greatest in 
statesmanship, and purest in patriotism. And 
even, sir, when party fealty caused other attach- 
ments to be avowed for party uses, the preference 
was limited to the occupancy of office, and supe- 
riority admitted for Cray, in all that is reckoned 
above party estimation. 

Nor ought I to forbear to add, that as the senior 
member of the delegation which represents my 
Commonwealth, I am requested to utter the senti- 
ments of the people of Pennsylvania at large, who 
yield to no portion of this great Union, in their 
appreciation of the talents, their reverence for the 
lofty patriotism, their admiration of the states- 
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manship, and ination their love — the memory 
of Henry Cray. 

l cannot, therefore, be silent on this occasion, 
without injastice to the affections of my constitu- 
ency, even though I painfully feel how inadequate 
to the reverence and love my people have towards 
that statesman, must be all that I have to utter on 
this mournful occasion. 

I know not, Mr. Chairman, where now the 
nation is to find the men she needs in peril. Either 
other calls than those of politics are holding in 
abeyance the talents which the nation may need, 
or else a generation is to pass undistinguished by 
the greatness of our statesmen. Of the noble 
minds that have swayed the Senate, one yet sur- 
vives in the ms iturity of pow erful intellect, care- 
fully disciplined and nob ly exercised. May He 
who has thus far blessed our nation, spare to her 
and the world, that of which the world must al- 
ways envy our country -” possession. But my 
busine ss is with the de: ud. 

The biography of Henry C ay, from his child- 
hood upward, is too familiar to every American, 
for me to trespass on the time of this House, by 
a reference directly thereto; and the honorable 
gentlemen who have preceded me, have with affec- 
tionate handanda ppropriate delicacy, swept away 
the dust which nearly four score years have scat- 
tered over a part of the record, and have made our 
pride greater in his life, and our grief more poig- 
nant at his death, by showing some of those pas- 
sages which attract respect to our republican in- 
stitutions, of which Mr. Ciay’s whole life was the 
able support, and most successful illustration. 

It would, then, be a work of supererogation for 
me to renew that effort, though inquiry into the 
life and conduct of Henry Cray would present 
new themes for private eulogy; new grounds for 
public rratitude. 

How rare is it, Mr. Speaker, that the great man, 
living, can, with confidence, rely on extensive per- 
sonal friendship, or, dying, think to awaken a 
sentiment of regret beyond that which includes the 
public loss or the disappoi: itment of individual 
hopes. Yet, sir, the which yesterday 
went forth from this city, that Henry Cray was 
dead, brought sorrow, personal, private, special 
sorrow tothe heartsofthousands. Each of whom 
felt that from his own love for, his long attach- 
ment to, his disinterested hopes in, Henry Cray, 
he had a particular sorrow to cherish and express, 
which weighed upon his heart, separate from the 
sense of national loss. 

No man, Mr. Speaker, in our nation, had the art 
so to identify himself with public measures of the 
most momentous character, and to maintain, at the 
same time, almostuniversal affection, like that great 
statesman. 


message 


His business, from his boyhood, was 
with national concerns, and he dealt with them as 
with familiar things. And yet his sympathies 
were with individual interests, enterprises, affec- 
tions, joys, and sorrows; and while every patriot 
bowed in humble deference to his lofty attainments 
and heartfelt gratitude for his national s ness 
almost every man in this vast Republic knew tha 
the great statesman was, in fee ling and experienc e 
identified with his own position. Hence, the uni- 
versal love of the people; hence, their enthusiasm 
in all times, for his fame. Hence, sir, their pres- 
ent grief. 

Many other public men of our country have 
distincuished themselves, and brought honor to 
the nation, by superiority in some peculiar branch 
of pu lic service, but it seems to have been the 
gift of Mr. Cray to have acquired peculiar emi- 
nence in every path of duty he was called to tread. 
In the earnestness of debate, which great public 
interests and distinguished opposing talents excited 
in this House, he had no superior in energy, 
force, or effect. Yet as the presiding officer, b ry 
landness of language, and firmness of purpose, 
he soothed and made orderly; and thus, by official 
dignity, he commanded the respect which energy 
had secured to him on the floor. 

Wherever official or social duties demanded an 
exercise of his power, there was a preéminence 
which seemed prescriptively his own. In the 
lofty debate of the Senate and the stirring ha- 
rangues to popular assemblages, he was the orator 
of the nation, and of the people; and the sincerity 
of purpose, and the unity of design evinced in all 
he said or did, fixed in the public mind a confi- 
dence strong and expansive as the affections he 
had won. 
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Year after year, sir, has Henry Cray been 
achieving the work of the mission with which he 
wae intrusted; and it was only when the warmest 
wishes of his warmest friends were disappointed, 
that he entered on the fruition of a patriot’s highest 
hopes, and stood in the full enjoyment of that ad- 
miration and confidence which nothing but the 
antagonism of party relations could have divided. 

How rich that enjoyment must have been, it is 
only for us to imagine. How eminently deserved 
it wes, we and the world can attest. 

The love and the devotions of his political 
friends were cheering and grateful to his heart, and 
were acknowledged in all his life—were recognized 
even to his death. 
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was rewarded with success achieved, and the great 
victor could enjoy the ovation which partial friend- 


But the triumph of his life was no party achieve- 
ment. It wae not in the applause which admiring 
friends and defeated antagonists offered to his 
measureless success, that he found the reward of 
his labors and comprehended the extent of his 
mission. 

It was only when friends and antagonists 
paused in their contests, appalled at the public 
difficulties and national dangers which had been 
accumulating, unseen and unregarded; it was only 


when the nation itself felt the danger, and ac- | 


knowledged the inefficacy of party action as a 
remedy, that Henny Cray calculated the full ex- 
tent of his power, and enjoyed the reward of their 
saving exercise. Then, sir, you saw, and I saw, 
party designations dropped, and party allegiance 
disavowed, and anxious patriots, of all localities 
and name, turn towards the country’s benefactor 
as the man for the terrible exigencies of the hour; 


| 


and the sick chamber of Henry Cuay became the | 


Delphos, whence were given out the oracles that 
resented the means and the measures of our 
Union's safety. There, sir, and not in the high 
places of the country, were the labors and sacri- 
fices of half a century to be rewarded and closed. 
With his right yet in that Senate which he had en- 
tered the youngest, and lingered still the eldest, 
member, he felt that his work was done, and 
the object of his life accomplished. Every cloud 
that had dimmed the noondey luster had been dis- 
sipated; and the retiring orb, which sunk from the 
sight of the nation in fullness and in beauty, will 
yet pour up the horizon a posthumous glory that 
shall tell of the splendor and greatness of the 
luminary that has passed away. 


of Mr. Cray, yet from my boyhood | have been 
upon terms of personal friendship with him. 
More than twenty years ago, I was introduced to 
him by my father, who was his personal friend. 
From that time to this, there has existed between 
us a8 great personal intimacy as the disparity in our 
years, and our political difference would justify. 
After | became a member of this House, and upon 
his return to the Senate, subsequent to his resig- 
nation in 1842,the warm regard upon his part for 
the daughter of a devoted friend of forty years’ 
standing, made kim a constant visitor at my house, 
and frequently a guest at myable. These cir- 


cumstances make it proper, tHat upon this occa- | 


sion, | should pay this last tribute to his memory. 
} not only knew him well as a statesman, but | 
knew him better in the most unreserved social in- 
tercourse The most happy circumstance, as | 
esteem it, of my political life has been, that 1 have 
thus known each of our great Congressional tri- 
umvirate, 


than Mr. Cray. His very faults originated in 
high qualities. With greater self-possession, with 
greater self-reliance than any man I ever knew, 
he possessed moral and physical courage to as 
high a degree as any man who ever lived. Con- 
fident in his own judgment, never doubting as to 
his own course, fearing no obstacle that micht lie 
in his way, tt was almost impossiblethat he should 
not have been imperious in his character. Never 
doubting himseifas to what he thought duty and 
patriotism required at his hands, it was natural 


that he should sometimes have been impatient | 


|| been the admiration of their generations present in | 
\| their lives much which, although really great, | 


with those more doubting and timid than himself. 
His were qualities to have made a great general, 


| 


it 
| 





as they were qualities that did make him a great 
statesman, and these qualities were so obvious 
that during the darkest period of our late war with 
Great Britain, Mr. Madison had determined, at | 
one time, to make him General-in-Chief of the 
American army. 

Sir, it is but a short time since the American 
Congress buried the first one that went tothe grave 
of that great triumvirate. We are now called 
upon to bury another. The third, thank God! 
still lives, and long may he live to enlighten his 
countrymen by his wisdom, and set them the ex- 
ample of exalted patriotism. Sir, in the lives and 
characters of these great men, there is much re- 
sembling those of the great triumvirate of the 
British atisteces. It differs principally in this: 
Burke preceded Fox and Pitt to the tomb. Web- 


| ster survives Clay and Calhoun. When Fox and 
ship or the gratitude of the benefited prepared. || 


Pitt died, there were no others to fill their place. | 
Webster still lives, now that Calhoun and Clay | 
are dead, the unrivaled statesman of his country. 
Like Fox and Pitt, Clay and Calhoun lived in 
troubled times. Like Fox and Pitt, they were 
each of them the leader of rival parties. Like Fox 
and Pitt they were idolized by their respective 


friends. Like Fox and Pitt, they died about the 


same time, and in the public service; and as has 
been said of Fox and Pitt, Clay and Calhoun died 
with ** their harness upon them.”’ Like Fox and 
Pitt— 
** With more than mortal powers endowed, 
How high they soared above the crowd; 
Theirs was no common party race, 
Jostling by dark intrigue for place- 
Like fabled gods their mighty war 
Shook realms and nations in its jar. 
Beneath each banner, proud to stand, 
Looked up the noblest of the land. 
* 7 * * . 
* Here let their discord with them die. 
Speak not for those a separate doom ; 
Whom fate made brothers in the tomb ; 
But search the land of living wen, 
Where wilt thou find their like again ?”’ 


Mr. VENABLE said: Mr. Speaker, I trust 
that I shall be pardoned for adding a few words 
upon this sad occasion. The life of the illustrious 
statesman which has just terminated is so inter- 
woven with our history, and the lustre of his great 
name so profusely shed over its pages, that simple 
admiration of his high qualities might well be my | 
excuse. But it is a sacred privilege to draw near; 
to contemplate the end of the great and the good. 
It is profitable as well as purifying to look upon 
and realize the office of death in removing all that 


| ean excite jealousy or produce dist™et, and to 
Mr BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, al- || : A 


though I have been all my life a party opponent || 


gaze upon the virtues which like jewels have sur- 
vived his powers of destruction. The light which 
radiates fou the life of a great and patriotic 
statesman is often dimmed by the mists which 
party conflicts throw around it. But the blast 
which strikes him down purifies the atmosphere 
which surrounded him in life, and it shines forth | 
in bright examples and well-earned renown. It 
is then that we witness the sincere acknowledg- 
ment of gratitude by a people who, having en- 
jeyed the benefits arising from the services of an 
eminent statesman, embalm his name in their 


| memory and hearts. Weshould cherish such rec- 
ollections as weil from patriotism as self-respect. 


| Ours, sir, is now the duty, in the midst of sadness, 


in this high place, in the face of our Republic, and 
before the world, to pay this tribute by acknowl- 


| edging the merits of our colleague whose name | 


has ornamented the Journals of Congress for near 
half acentury. Few, very few, have ever com- 


| bined the high intellectual powers and distin- 


guished gifts of this illustrious Senator. Cast in 


| the finest mould by nature, he more than fulfilled 
1, sir, never knew a man of higher qualities || the anticipations which were indulged by those | 


| who looked to a distinguished career as the certain | 


result of that zealous pursuit of fame and useful- 
ness upon which he entered in early life. Of the 
incidents of that life it is unnecessary for me to 
speak—they are as familiar as household words, 
and must be equally familiar to those who come | 
after us. Butit is useful to refresh memory by | 
recurrence to some of the events which marked | 
his career. We know, sir, that there is much 
that is in common in the histories of distinguished 
men. The elements which constitute greatness || 


en — 
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ceases to be remarkable, because illustrated by 
such numerous examples— 

** But there are deeds which should not pass away 

And names that must not wither.” E 

Of such deeds the life of Henry Cray affords 
many and bright examples. His own name, and 
those with whom he associated, shall live with a 
freshness which time cannot impair, and shing 
with a brightness which passing years cannot 
dim. His advent into public life was as remark. 
able for the circumstances as it was brilliant in its 
effect. It was at a time in which genius and 
learning, statesmanship and eloquence, made the 
American Congress the most august body in the 
world. He was the cotemporary of a race of 
statesmen—some of whom then administering the 
Government, and others retiring and retired from 
office—presented an array of ability unsurpassed 
in our history. The elder Adams, Jefferson, 
Madison, Clinton, Gallatin, and Monroe, stood 
before the Republic in the maturity of their fame; 
whilst Calhoun, John Quincy Adams, Lowndes, 
Crawford, Gaston, Randolph, and Cheves, with 
a host of others, rose a bright galaxy upon our 
horizon. He who won his spurs in such a field 
earned his knighthood. Distinction amidst such 
competition was true renown— 

‘<The fame which a man wins for himself is best— 
That he may call his own.” 

It was such a fame that he made for himself in 
that most eventful era in our history. To me, 
sir, the recollections of that day, and the events 
which distinguish it, is filled with an overpower- 









| ing interest. I never can forget my enthusiastic 


admiration of the boldness, the eloquence, and the 
patriotism of Henry Cray during the war of 
1812. Inthe brightarray of talent which adorned 
the Congress of the United States; in the conflict 
growing out of the political events of that time; 
in the struggles of party, and amidst the gloom 
and disasters which depressed the spirits of most 
men, and well-nigh paralyzed the energies of the 
Administration ,his cheerful face, high bearing,com 

manding eloquence and iron will, gave strength and 
onsistency to those elements which finally gave not 
only success but glory tothecountry. When dark 
clouds hovered over us, and there was little to save 
from despair, the country looked with hope to Clay 
and Calhoun, to Lowndes, and Crawford, and 
Cheves, and looked not in vain. The unbending 
will, the unshaken nerve, and the burning elo- 
quence of Henry Cray did’as much to command 
confidence and sustain hope as even the news of 
our first victory after a succession of defeats. 
Those great names are now canonized in history; 
he, too, has passed to join them on its pages. As- 
sociated in his long political life with the illustri- 
ous Calhoun, he survived him but two years. 
Many of us heard his eloquent tribute to his 
memory in the Senate Chamber on the annuncia- 
tion of his death. And we this day unite in a 
similar manifestation of reverential regard to him 
whose voice shall never more charm the ear, 
whose burning thoughts, borne on that medium, 
shall no more move the hearts’of listening assem- 
blies. 

In the midst of the highest specimens of our 
race, he was always an equal; he was a man 
amongst men. Bold, skillful, and determined, he 
gave character to the party which acknowledged 
him as a leader; impressed his opinions upon their 
minds, and an attachment to himself upon their 
hearts. No man, sir, can do this without being 
eminently great. Whoever attains this position 
must first overcome the aspirations of antagonist 
ambition, quiet the clamors of rivalry, hold in 
check the murmurs of jealousy, and overcome the 
instincts of vanity and self-love in the masses thus 
subdued to his control. But few men ever attain 
it. Wery rare are the examples of those whose 
plastic touch forms the minds and directs the pur- 
poses of a great political party. This infallibie 
indication of superiority belonged to Mr. Cray. 
He has exercised that control during a long life; 
and now through our broad land the tidings of his 
death, borne with electric speed, have opened the 
fountains of sorrow. Every city, town, village, 
and hamlet will be clothed with mourning; along 
our extended coast, the commercial and military 
marine, with flags drooping at half-mast, own the 
bereavement; State-houses draped in black pro- 
claim the extinguishment of one of the great ligh 
of Senates; and minute-guns sound his requiem ! 

Sir, during the last five years I have seen the 





185% 


veneral 
and H 
jators q 
+s were 
one. 
they hs 
were 0 
with us 
beacon 
Cay < 
tions 
have r 
yoices 
lips. 
by hi 
and ut 
all wil 
matio 
tained 
In his 
rupter 
his de 
truth 


“ 








If 
foren 
in th 
of hi 

TI 
deat! 
comt 
who 
nitic 
nave 
He 
of tl 

It 
frie 
mf 
con 
em! 
Th 
rer 
of 
aft 
wh 

It 

coi 

Bu 





1852. 


venerable John Quincy Adams, John C. Calhoun, 
and Henry Cray pass from amongst us, the legis- 
int yrs of our country. The race of giants who 
‘were on the earth in those days”’ is well-nigh 
gent. Despite their skill, their genius, their might, | 
they have sunk under the stroke of time. They 
were our admiration and our glory; a few linger || 
with us, the monuments of former greatness, the 
beacon-lights of a pastage. The death of Henry | 
Cay cannot fail to suggest melancholy associa- 
tions to each member of this House. These walls 
have reéhoed the silvery tones of his bewitching 
voice; listening assemblies have hung upon his 
ips. The chair which you fill has been graced 
by his presence, whilst his commanding person 
nd unequaled pe arliamentar y at tainments inspired 
al with deference and respect. Chosen by accla- 
tion because of his high qualifications, he sus- 
ined himself before the House and the country. 
In his supremacy with his party, and the uninter- 
upted confidence which he enjoyed to the day te 
hig death, he seems to have almost discredited the 
truth of those lines addressed to Cawsar— 


‘Non poseunt primi esse omnes omni in tempore, 
Fummum ad gradum cum claritatis veneris, 
Consistes egre, et citius, quam ascendas, cades. 
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If not at all times first, he stood equal with the 
foremost, and a brilliant rapid rise knew no decline 
in the confidence of those whose just appreciation 
of his merits had confirmed his title to renown. 

The citizens of other countries will deplore his 
death; the struggling patriots who on our own 
continent were cheered by his sympathies, and 
who must have perceived his influence in the recog- 
nition of their independence by this Government, 
have taught their children to venerate his name. 
He won the civic crown, and the demonstrations 
of this hour own the worth of civil services. 

It was with great satisfaction that I heard my 
friend from Kentucky, [Mr. BrecxtnrinGe,} the 
immediate representative of Mr. Cray, detail a 
conversation which disclosed the feelings of that 
man in relation to his Christian hope. 

. Speaker, are rich memorials, precious 
reminiscences. A Christian statesman is the 
his age, and his memory will be glori 
after times; it reflect 
which clouds 
It was my 
converse wi 


eminent 
These, M 
glory 
j us in 
s #lizht coming from a source 

‘annot dim nor shadows obscure 
privilege, also, a short time since, to 
th this distinguished statesman on the 
sulje tof his hopes ina future state. Feeling a 
deep interest, I asked him frankly what were his 
hopes in the world to which he was evidently 
hastening. ‘I am pleased,’’ said he, ** my friend, 
that you have introduced the subject. Conscious 
that I must die very soon, I love to meditate upon 
the most important of all interests. I love to con- 
verse and to hear conversations about them. The 
vanity of the world and its insufficiency to satisfy 
the sou! of man has been long ra settled conviction 
of my mind. Man’s inab ility to secure by his 
own merits the approbation of God, I feel to be 
true. [| trust in the atonement of the Saviour of 
men as the ground of my acceptance and my hope 
of salvation. 
His mercy and trust in His promises.”’ To such 
declarations I listened with the deepest interest, as 
I did on another occasion, when he said: **I am 
willing to abide the will of Heaven, and ready to 
die when that will shall determine it.’’ 


of 


He is gone, sir, professing the humble hope of | 


a Christian. That hope, alone, sir, can sustain 
you, or any of us. There is one lonely and 
crushed heart that has bowed before this afflictive 
event. Far 
prevented by feeble health from attending his bed- 
side and soothing his painful hours, she has 
thought ev@ the electric speed of the intelligence 
daily transmitted of his condition too alew for her 
aching, anxious bosom. She will find consola- 
tion in his Christian submission, and will draw all 
of comfort that such a case admits from the assur- 
ance that nothing was neglected by the kindness 
of friends which _ ld supply her place. May the 
guardianship of the widow’s God be her protec- 
tion, and His consolations her support! 


Mr. HAVEN said: Mr. Speaker, representing a 
constituency distinguished for the constancy of its 
devotion tothe political principles of Mr. CLay,and 
for its unwavering attachment to his fortunes and 


** All cannot be at ali times first; 
To reach the topmost step of gi ory; ; to stand there 
More hard. Even swifter than we mount we fall.’’ 


ee 


My faith is feeble, but I hope in | 


away, at Ashland, a widowed wife, | 
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more intimate pergOnal relations with him have 
made them feel most profoundly this general be- 
reavement—lI desire to say a few words of him, 
since he has fallen amongst us, and been taken to 
his rest. 

After the finished eulogies which have been so 
eloquently pronounced b y the honorable gentle- 
men who have preceded me, I will avoid a course 
of remark which might otherwise be deemed a 
repetition, and refer to the bearing of some of the 
acts of the deceased upon the interests and desti- 
nies of my own State. The influence of his pub- 
lic life, and of his purely American character, the 
benefits of his wise forecast, and the results of his 
efforts for wholesome and rational progress, are 
nowhere more strongly exhibited than in the State 
of New York. 

Our appreciation of his anxiety for the 
diffusion of knowledge 


j creneral 
and education, is mani- 
fested in our twelve thousand public libraries, our 
equal number of common _ vols, and a large 
number of higher institutions of learning—all of 


which drew portions of their samen trom the 
share of the proceeds of the public lands, which 
his wise policy gave to our State. Our whole 


people are thus constantly reminded of their great 


obligations to the statesman whose death now 
afflicts = nation with sorrow. Our extensive 
public irks attest our conviction of the util lity 


and iceman ince of the system of internal improve- 
ments he so ably and their value 
productiveness afford a most striking —’ of 
the soundness and wisdom of his polic Nor 
his influence less se nsib ly felt in our 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. Every 
department of human industry acknowledges his 
fostering care, and the people of New York are, 
in no small measure, indebted to his statesman- 
ship forthe wealth, comfort, contentment, and hap- 
piness so widely and generally diffused through- 
out theS 


advoe ated ; and 


has been 


state. 


Well may New York cherish his memory and 


acknowledge with gratitude the benefits that his 
life has conferred. That memory will be cher- 


ished throughout the Republic. 
When internal discord and sectional strife have 


threatened the integrity of the Union, his just 
weight of character, his large experience, his 


powers of conciliation and acknowledged patriot- 


ism, have enabled him to pacify the angry pas- 


sions of his countrymen, and to raise the bow of 
promise and of hope upon the clouds which have 
darkened the political horizon. 

He has passed from amongst us, ripe in wis- 


dom and pure4n character—full of years and full | of 
honors. He has breathed his last amidst the b 
ings of a united and a grateful nation. 

He was, in my judgment, particularly fortunate 
in the time of his death. 

He lived to see his country, guided by his wis- 
dom, come once again unhurt out of trying 
tional difficulties and domestic strife; and he has 
closed his eyes in death upon that country whilst 
it isin the enjoyment of profound peace, busy 
with industry, and blessed with unequaled pros- 
perity. 

It can fall to the lot of but few to die amidst so 
warm a gratitude flowing from the hearts of their 
countrymen; and none can leave a brighter exam- 
ple or a more enduring fame. 


le SS- 


sec- 


Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to add my 
humble tribute to the memory of a great and good 
man now to be gathered to his fathers. I speak 
for, and from a community, in whose hearts is en- 
shrined the name of him whom we mourn; who, 
however much Virginia, the land of his birth, or 
Kentucky, the land of his adoption, may love him, 
is, if possible, loved where I live yet more. If 
idolatry had been Christian, or allowable even, he 
would have been our idol. But, it is, for a 
quarter of a century now, his bust, his portrait, 
or some medal, has been one of our household 
gods, gracing not alone the saloon, and the hails 


as 


of wealth, but the humblest room or workshop of 


almost every mechanic or laborer. Proud monu- 
ments of his policy asa statesman,as my colleague 
has justly said, are all about us, and we owe to 
him, in a good degree, our growth, our greatness, 
our prosperity, and happiness as a people. 

The great field of Henry Cray, Mr. Speaker, 
has been here, on the floor of this House, and in 
the other wing of the Capitol. 


He has held other 


1641 


poste of higher nominal distinction, but they are 
all eclipsed by the brilliancy of his career as a 
Congressman. What of glory he has acquired, 
what most endear him to his countrymen, have 
been won here, amid these pillars, under these 
domes of the Capitol. 


Si queris monumentum circums ‘pice. 

The mind of Mr. Cray has been the governing 
mind of the country, more or less, ever since he 
has been on the stage of public action. Ina mi- 
nority, Or & majority—more, perhaps, even in a 
minority than in the ms jor ty—he seems to have 
had some commission, divine it were, to per 
suade, convince, to govern other men. His 
pe itlriousm, his foresight, his eral d con cep ions, 
hi ave cre: ited measures which the secret fascination 

his manners, in door, 
quence without, has enabled him almost always 
to frame into laws. 

Adverse Administrations have yielded to him, 
or been borne down by him, or he has taken them 
captive as a leader, and the country and 
Congress with him. This power he has wielded 
now for nearly half a century, with nothing but 
reason and eloquence to back him. And yet, when 
he came here, years ago, he came from a then 
frontier State of this Union, heralded by no loud 
trumpet of fame, nay, quite unknown, unfortified 
even by any position, social or pecuniary; to quote 


his own words, his only ‘* heritage had been in- 
‘? 


as 
to 


or his irresistible elo- 


carried 


fancy, indigence, and ignorance 

In these days, Mr. Speaker, when 
qualifications for high public pl hen 
civil training and practical statesmanship are held 
subordinate— would 
it not for 
Clinton, 
along the 
irs or constellations in 
They shine forth, and show us 


mere civil 


ace—wW long 
a most discouraging prospect 
were 

crawford, 
uttered 


be before our rising young men, 
such names as Lowndes, ¢ 
Gaston, Clay, R¢ 


tory, as Btls 


some 
valhoun, and 
pages of our his 


a cloudless sky. 


that if the Chief Magistracy cannot be won by 
such qualifications, a memory among men cap 
be—a hold upon posterity, as firm, as lustrous— 
nay, more imperishable In the Capitolium of 
Rome there are long rows of marble slabs, on 
which are recorded the names of the Roman Con 

suls; but the eve wanders over this w Iderness of 
letters but to light up and to kindle upon some Cato 
or Cicero. To win such fame, thus unsullied, as 
Mr. Cray has won,is worth anv man’s ambition 

And how was it won By courti the shifting 
rales of popularity? No, never! By truckling 
to the schemes, the arts, and seductions of the 
demagogue? Never, never! His hardest les 
as a public man—his greatest, most illustrious 
achievements—have been against, at first, an ade 


verse public To gain an imperishable 
name, he has often braved the perishable popu- 
larity of themoment. That 


in a public man, 


opinion. 


sorto!t courere w hich, 


I deem the highest of all courage; 


that sort of courage most necessary under our form 
of government to guide as well as to save a State, 
Mr. CLAY was possessed of—more than any 


public man [ ever knew. Mere physical cours 
valuable, indispensable though 
with the brute—but courage, to dare to do 
right, amid all temptations to it 
seems to me, the very hiet est species, the noblest 
heroism, under like oe 
rather be right than be President,’? was Mr. Cray’s 
sublime reply when pressed to refrain from some 
measure that wowd mar his popularity. These 
lofty words were aclueto his w 
the secret of his hold upon 
hearts of the American peop! 
his immortality 
Another of the 
versal reputation, 


re, 


it be, we sh are but 
; 


moral 
do wror 


o 


. 18, AB 


Institutions oure, 


ned 


ole f 
heads 
€ —nay, 


aracter—— 
the as well as 


the key to 


keys, 
was 


Mr. Sneaker, of his uni- 
his nationality. 
When taunted but recently, almost within our 
hearing, as it were, on the floor of the Senate, by 
a Southern Senator, as being a Southern man un- 
faithful to the South, his indignant but patriotic 
exclamation was: ‘1 know no South—no North, 


Intense 


no East, no West.’’ The country, the whole 
country loved, reverenced, adored such a man. 
The soil of Virginia may be his birth place: the 


sod of Kentucky will cover his grave—what was 
mortal they claim—but the spirit, the soul, 

genius of the mighty man, the immortal pa: 
belong to his country and to h 


Mr. FAULKNER. 
eloquent addresses to 
| morning, I fear, sir, 


the 
t, these 
s God 


Afier the many able and 
which we have listened this 
it will in my 


that not be 
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power to add anything to the interest of this occa- 
sion. And yet, representing as | do in part that 
State which gave birth to the distinguished man 
whose death has this day been announced on this 
floor, and having for many years held towards 
hint the most cordial relations of friendship, per- 
sonal and political, I feel that [ should fail to dis- 
an appropriate duty, if [ permitted this 
oceasion to pass by, without some expression of 
the feeling which such an event is so well calcu- 
lated to elicit. It is true, sir, that this intelligence 
does not fall upon our ears unexpectedly; for 
months the public mind has been prepared for the 
great national loss which we now deplore; and yet, 
aus familiar as the daily and hourly reports have 
rade us with his hopeless condition and gradual 
decline, and although 


charge 


* Like a shadow thrown 
Softly and sweetly from a passing cloud, 
Death fell upon him,” 

it is impossible that a light of such surpassing 
as it is now, forever extin- 
uished from our view, W ithout producing a shor k, 
leenly and painfally felt to the utmost limits of 
rreat Republic. Sir, we all feel thata mighty 
intellect has passed from amongst us; but, happily 


lendor should be, 


for this country, happily for mankind, not until it 
had accomplishes d to some extent the exalted mis- 
ion for which it had been sent upon this earth— 
until it had reached the full maturity of its 
efulness and power—-not until it had shed a 


right and radiant luster over our national renown 
iot until time had enabled it to bequeath the 
rich treasures of its thought and experience forthe 


vidance and instruction of the present, and of 


ding renerations. 
‘+, itis difficult—it is impossible—within the 
nit allowed for remarks upon occasions of this 
nd, to do justice to a great historical character 
ike Henry Chay. 


men whom Scaliwer designates as homines cente- 
narii—men that appear upon the earth but once 
inacentury. His fame is the growth of years, 


nd it would require time to unfold the elements 
vhich have combined to impart to it so much of 
stability and grandeur. Volumes have already 
en written, and volumes will continue to be 
written, to record those eminent and distinguished 
public services which have placed him in the front 
rank of American statesmen and patziots. The 
\ighest talent, fired by a fervid and patriotic en- 
thusiasm, has already and will continue to ex- 
haust its powers, to portray those striking and 
incidents of his life, those shining and 
ntivating qualities of his heart, which have 
made him one of the most beloved, as he was one 
of the most admired of men; and yet the subject 
itself will remain as fresh and exhaustless as if 
of the best intellects of the land had not 
ii ' 


led tne in 


renerous 


hundreds 
piration of their genius from the 
evergushing and overflowing fountains of his 
ne. tis impossible that a reputation so grand 

d colossal as that which attaches to the name of 
Henry Cray, could rest for its base upon any 
virtue, however striking, nor upon any sin- 

gle act, no matter how marked or distinguished. 
Such a reputation as he has left behind him could 
nly be the result of a long life of illustrious pub- 
And such it truly was. For nearly 
half a century he has been a prominent actor in all 
the stirring and eventful scenes of American his- 
tory; fashioning and moulding many of the most 
important measures of public policy by his bold 
and sagacious mind, and arresting others by his 
inconquerable energy and resistless force of elo- 
And however much the members of this 
vody may differ in opinion as to the wisdom of 
many of his views of national domestic policy, 
there is not ene upon ‘this floor—no, sir, not one 


lic service, 


quer om 


Hewas one of that class of 
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in this nation—who will deny to him frankness | 


ind directness as a public man—a genius for states- | 
manship of the highest order—extraordinary ca- | 


pacities for public usefulness, and an ardent and 
elevated patriotism, without stain and without re- 
pr yach. 

In referring to a career of public service so va- 
ried and extended as that of Mr. Cray, and to a 


character so rich in every great and manly virtue, | 
it is only possible to glance at a few of the most | 


prominent of those points of his personal history 


which have given to him so distinguished a place | 


the affections of his countrymen. 
in the whole character of Mr. Cray, in all that 
attached or belonged to it, you find nothing that 


is not essentially American. 
est period of our revolution@@y struggle—reared 
from infancy to manhood amongst those great 
minds which gave the first impulse to that mighty 
movement, he early imbibed and _ sedulously 
cherished those great principles of civil and polit- 
ical liberty, which he so brilliantly illustrated 
in his subsequent public career, and which has 
made his name a watchword of hope and conso- 


lation to the oppressed of all the earth. In his 


intellectual training he was the pure creation of 


our own republican soil. Few, if any allusions 
are to be seen in his speeches or writings to an- 
cient or modern literature, or to the thoughts and 
ideas of other men. His country—its institutions 
—ils policy—its interests—its destiny form the 
exclusive topics of these eloquent harangues which, 
whilst they are destitute of the elaborate finish, 
have all the ardor and intensity of thought—the 
earnestness of purpose, the cogency of reasoning, 
the vehemence of style, and the burning patriot- 
ism which mark the productions of the great 
Athenian orator. 


One of the most distineuishing characteristics of 


Mr. Cray asa public man, was hisloyalty to truth 
and to the honest convictions of his own mind. 
tHe deceived no man—he would not permit his 
own heart to be deceived by any of those seductive 


influences which too.often warp the judgment of 


men in public life. He never paused to consider 
how far any step which he was about to take 
would lead to his own personal edvancement; he 
never calculated what he might lose or what he 
might gain by his advocacy of, or his opposition 
to, any particular measure. His single inquiry 
was, Is itright? Isitin accordance with the Con- 
stitution of the land? Will it redound to the per- 
manent welfare and interest of the country? When 
satisfied upon these points, his determination was 
fixed—his purpose was immovable. ‘1 would 
rather be right than President,’’ was the expres- 
sion of his genuine feelings; and the principle by 
which he was controlled in his public career—a 
saying worthy of immortality, and proper to be 
inscribed upon the heart of every young man in 
this Republic. And yet, sir, with all of that per- 
sonal and moral intrepidity which so eminently 
marked the character of Mr. CLay—with his well- 
known inflexibility of purpose, and unyielding 


determination—such was the genuine sincerity of 


his patriotism, and such his thorough compre- 
hension of those principles of compromise upon 
which the whole structure of our Government was 
founded, that no one was more prompt to relax 
the rigor of his policy the moment he perceived 
that it was calculated to disturb the harmony of 
the States, or endanger inany degree, the stability 
of the Government. With him, the love of this 
Union was a passion—an absorbing sentiment 
which gave color to every act of his public life. 
It triumphed over party; it triumphed over policy; 
it subdued the natural fierceness and hauchtiness 
of his temper and brought him into the most kindly 
and cordial relations with all those who, upon all 
other questions were deeply and bitterly opposed to 
him. It has been asserted, sir, upon high medical 
authority,and doubtless with truth, that his life was, 
in all probability, shortened ten years by the ar- 
duous and extraordinary labors which he assumed 
at the memorable session of 1850. If so, he has 
added the crowning glory of the mapryr to the 
spotless fame of the patriot; and we may well 
hope that a great national pacification, purchased 
at such a sacrifice, will long continue to cement 
the bonds of this greatand glorious Union. 

Mr. Ciay possessed, in an eminent degree, the 
qualities of a great popalar leader, and history, I 
will assume to say, affords no example, in any 
Republic, ancient or modern, of any individual 
that so fearlessly carried out the convictions of 
his own judgment, and so sparingly flattered the 
prejudices of popular feeling, who for so long a 


=? 


Born in the dark- | 


period, exercised the same controlling influence | 


over the public mind. Earnest in whatever meas- 
ure he sustained—fearless in attack—dexterous in 
defense—abounding in intellectual resource—elo- 
quent in debate—of inflexible purpose, and with 
a ‘*courage never to submit or yield,’’? no man 
ever lived with higher qualifications to rally a 
desponding party, or to lead an embattled host to 
victory. That he never attained the highest post 


BE. 


ajtract the fidelity and devotion of * troons .¢ 
admiring friends. It was the fortune of Na - 
leon, at a critical period of his destiny hd = 
brought into collision with the star of Wellinst, - 
and it was the fortune of Henry Cray to i. 
encountered, in his political orbit, another arent 
and original mind, gifted with equal power = 
commanding success, and blessed with more for. 
tunate elements, concurring at the time, of secyr. 
ing popular favor. The struggle was such as mich: 
have been anticipated from the collision ee 
such fierce and powerful rivals. 

for near a quarter ofa century, tHis great Roe. 
public has been convulsed to its center by the dj- 
visions which have sprung from their respective 
opinions, policy, and personal destinies; and even 
now, when they have both been removed to » 
higher and better sphere of existence, and every 
unkind feeling has been quenched in the triumphs 
of the grave, this country still feels, and for years” 
will continue to feel, the influence of these avita- 
tions to which ‘their powerful and im] 
characters gave impulse. 

sut | must pause. If I were to attempt to pre- 
sent all the aspects in which the character of this 
illustrious man will challenge the applause of his- 
tory, I should fatigue the House and violate the 
just limit allowed for such remarks. 

L cannot conclude, however, without makine 
some more special allusion to Mr. Cray, asa na. 
tive of that State which I have the honor in part 
to represent upon this floor. We are all proud, 
and very properly proud of the distinguished men 
to which our respective States have given birth. 
It is a just and laudable emulation, and one in a 
confederated government like ours, proper to be 
encouraged. And whilst men like Mr. Cray 
very rapidly rise above the confined limits of a 
State reputation and acquire a national fame, in 
which all claim and all havean equal interest, stil] 
there is a propriety and fitness in preserving the 
relation between the individual and his State. 
Virginia has given birth to a large number of men 
who have by their distinguished talents and ser- 
vices impressed their names upon the hearts and 
memories of their countrymen; but, certainly, 
since the colonial era she#has given birth to no 
man who in the massive and gigantic proportions 
of his character, and in the splendor of his native 
endowments, can be compared to Henry Cray. 
At an early age he emigrated from his native State, 
and found a home in Kentucky. In a speech 
which he delivered in the Senate of the United 
States in February, 1842, and which I well re- 
member, upon the occasion of his resigning his 
seat in that body, he expressed the wish that 
when that event should occur, which has now 
clothed the city in mourning, and filled the nation 
with grief, ‘that his earthly remains should be, 
laid under the green sod of Kentucky, with those 
of her gallant and patriotic sons.”’ 

Sir, however gratifying it might be to us that 
those remains should be transferred to his native 
soil, and there mingle with the ashes of Washing- 


of two 


TeSsive 


_ton, Jefferson, Madison, Lee, and Henry, we can- 


not complain of the very natural preference which 
he has there himself expressed. If Virginia did 
give him birth, Kentucky has nourished him in 
his manhood—has freely lavished upon him her 
highest honors—has shielded him from harm 
when the clouds of calumny and detraction gath- 
ered heavily and loweringly about him, and she 
has watched over his fame with the tenderness and 
zeal ofa mother. Sir, itis not to be wondered that 
he should have expressed the wish which he did, 
to be laid by the side of her gallant and patriotic 
sons. Happy Kentucky! Happy in having an 
adopted son so worthy of her best honi#rs. Hap- 
py in the unshaken fidelity and loyalty with 
which, for near half a century, those honors have 
been so steadfastly and gracefully accorded to 
him. 

Sir, whilst Virginia, in the exercise of her own 
just judgment, has differed from Mr. Cray in 
some of his views of national policy, she has 


|| never at any period of his public career, failed to 
| regard him with pride as one of her most distin- 


of honorable ambition in this country, is not to | 


be ascribed to any want of capacity as a popular 


| guished sons; to honor the purity and the manli- 


| ness of his character, and to award to him the high 


|| leader; nor the absence of those qualities which || 


credit of an honest and sincere devotion to his 
country’s welfare. And now, sir, that death has 
extinguished forever the workings of that mighty 
intellect, and sealed in eternal silence those elo- 
quent lips upon whose accents thousands have so 
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often hung in rapture, I shall stand justified in | 
saying that a wail of lamentation will be heard 
om her people—her whole people, reverberating 
rough her mountains and valleys, as deep, as 
s»quine, and as sincere as that which 1 know 
will swell the noble hearts and the heaving bosoms 
¢ the pepe of his own cherished and beloved 


Kentucky. 
Sir, as ‘I walked to the Capitol this morning 


very object which attracted my eye admonished 
ne that a national behefactor had departet from 
mongst us. Heisgone! Henry Cray, the idol 
of his friends, the ornament of the Senate Cham- 
ber, the pride of his country, he whose presence 
cathered crowds of his admiring fellow-men 
around him, as if he had been one descended from 
avove, hag passed forever from our view. 

‘ His soul, enlarged from its vile bonds, has gone 


To that refulgent world where it shall swim 
In liquid light, and float on seas of bliss.” 


3ut the memory of his virtues and of his services 
will be gratefully embalmed in the hearts of his 
countrymen, and generations yet unborn will be 
taught to lisp with reverence and enthusiasm the 
name of Henry Cuay. 


Mr. PARKER, of Indiana, said: Mr. Speaker, 
this is a solemn—a consecrated hour. And I 
would not detain the members of the House from 
indulging in the silent eloquence of their own feel- 
ines, so grateful to hearts chastened as ours. 

ut ‘I cannot restrain an expression from a 
bosom pained with its fullness. 

When my young thoughts first took cognizance 
of the fact that I have a country—my eye was 
attracted by the magnificent proportions of Henry 
CiayY. 

The idea absorbed me then, that he was, above 
all other men, the embodiment of my country’s 

genius. 

bee watched him; I have studied him; I have 
ad ed him—and, God forgive me! for he was 
but a man, ‘* of like passions with us’’—l fear I 
have idolized him, until this hour. 

But he has gone from among men; and it is for 
us now to awake and apply ourselves, with re- 
newed fervor and increased fidelity, to the welfare 
of the country, He loved so well and served so 
truly and so long—the glorious country yet saved 
tous! 

Yes, Henry Cray has fallen, at last!—as the 
ripe oak falls, in the stillness of the forest. But 
the verdant and gorgeous richness of his glories 
will only fade and wither from the earth, when his 
country’s history shall have been forgotten. 

- One; generation passeth away and another gen- 
eration cometh.’’ Thus it hath been from the be- 
ginning; and thus it will be, until Nme shall be 
no longer. 

Yesterday morning, at eleven o’clock, the spirit 
of Henry Ciay—so long the pride and glory of 
his own country, and the admiration of all the 
world—was yet with us, though struggling to be 
free. Ere ‘* high noon’’ came, it had passed over 
‘*the dark river,’’ through the gate, into the celes- 
trial city, inhabited by all the “just men made 
perfect.” 

May not our rapt vision contemplate him there, 
this day, in sweet communion with the dear 
friends that have gone before him?—with Mad- 
ison, and Jefferson, and Washington, and Henry, 
and Franklin—with the eloquent Tully, with the 
‘*divine Plato,”’ with Aaron, the Levite, who 
could ‘* speak well? "—with all the great and good, 
since and before the flood! 

His princely tread has graced these aisles for 
the last time. These Halis will wake no more to 
the magic’ music of his voice. 

Did that tall spirit, in its etherial form, enter 
the courts of the upper sanctuary, bearing itself 
comparably with the spirits there, as was his 

walk among men? 

Did the mellifluous tones of his greeting there 
enrapture the hosts of Heavy en, comparably with 
his strains ‘*to stir men’s blood’’ on earth? 

Then, may we not fancy, when it was an- 
nounced to the inhabitants of that better country : 
He comes!—He comes!—there was a rustling 
of angel-wings—a thrilling joy—wup there, only to 
be witnessed | oncé in an earthly age? 

Adieu !—a last adieu to thee, Henry Cray! 

The hearts of all thy countrymen are melted, 
on this day, because of the thought that thou art 
gone. 


Could we have held the hand of the * insatiate 
archer,’’ thou hadst not died; but thou wouldst 
have tarried with us, in the full grandeur of thy 
greatness, until we had no longer need of a country. 

3ut we thank our Heavenly Father that thou 
wast given to us; and that thou didst survive so 
long. 

We would cherish thy memory while we live, 
as our country’s geweL—than which none is 
richer. And we will teach our children the lessons 
of matchless patriotism thou hast taught us; with 
the fond hope that our Liserry and our Union 
may only expire with ‘‘ the last of earth.” 


Mr. GENTRY said: Mr. Speaker, I do 
rise to pronounce an eulogy on the life and - 
acter and public services of the illustrious orator 
and statesman whose death this nation deplores. 
Suitably to perform that task, a higher eloquence 
than I possess might essay in vain. The gushing 
tears of the nation, the deep grief which oppresses 
the hearts of morethan twer nty millions of people, 
constitute a more eloquent eulogium nee the life 
and character and patriotic services of Henry 
Cray, than the power of language can express. 
In no part of our country is th: it character more 
admired, or those pub lic services more appreci- 
ated, than in the State whic h I have the honor, in 
part, to represent. I claim for the people of that 
St: ate a full participation in the general = oe W hich 
the sad announcement of to-day will everywhere 
inspire. 

Mr. BOWIE. I rise not to utter the measured 
phrases of premeditated woe, but to speak as 


would my constituents speak, if they sto od : round 
the grave now opened to receive the mortal re- 


| mains not of a statesman only but of a heed 


friend. If there is a State in this Union, other 
than Kentucky, which sends up a wail of more 
bitter an : sincere sorrow than another, that State 
is Maryland. In her midst this departed states- 
man was a frequent and a weeosee guest. At 
many a bos we nee many a fireside, his noble form 
was the light of the e yes and the idol of the heart. 

Throughout her borders, in cottage, hamlet, and 
cities, his name is a household word, his thoughts 
are familiar sentences. Though not permitted to 
be first at his cradle, Maryland would be last at 
his tomb. Through all the phases of political 
fortune—amid all the storms which darkened his 
career, Maryland cherished him in her inmost 
heart, as the most gifted, patriotic, and eloquent 
of men; and for him daily, to this hour, prayers 
ascend, night and morning, for his temporal and 
eternal welfare. Maryland would, in the language 
of inspiration, exclaim, ** This day hath a prince 
and ruler fallen in Israel!’’ Daughters of Ameér- 
ica weep for him who hath *‘ clothed you in scarlet 
and fine linen!’’ 

The husbandman at his plough, the artisan at 
the anvil, the seaman on the mast, will pause and 
drop a tear when he hears that Cay is no more. 

The advocate for freedom in both h emispheres, 
he will be lamented alike on the shores of the Hel- 
lespont and the banks of the Mississippi and Orin- 
oco. - The freed men of Liberia, learning and 
practicing the art of self-government, and civilizing 
Africa, have | lost a patron and protector, a father 
and friend. America mourns the departure of a 
luminary, whic h enlightened and illustrated the 
continent; the United States, a counsellor of deep- 
est wisdom and purest purpose; mankind, the ad- 
vocate of human rights and constitutional liberty. 


Mr. WALSH said: Mr. Speaker, the illustri- 
ous man whose death we this day mourn, was so 
long my political leader,—so long almost the ob- 
ject of my personal idolatry, that I cannot allow 
that he shall go down to the grave, without a word 
at least of affectionate remembrance,—without a 
tribute to a memory, which will exact tributes as 
long as a heart shall be found to beat within the 
bosom of civilized man, and human agenc y shall 
be adequate in any form to give them an expres- 
sion; and even, sir, if I had no heart-felt sich to 
pour out here—if I had no tear for that coffin’s lid, 
I should do injustice to those whose representa- 
tive in part | am, if 1 did not in this presence, and 


the profoundest public sorrow. 

The State of Mosttend has always vied with 
Kentucky, in love and adoration of his name. 
Her people have gathered around him, with all 
the fervor of a first affection, and with more than 


at this time, raise the voice to swell the accents of 
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its duration. ‘Troops of friends have ever clus- 
tered about his pathway with a personal devotion, 
which each man of them regarded as the highest 
individual honor,—friends, sir, to whose firesides 
the tidings of his death will go with all the with- 
ering wnfluentes which are felt when household 
ties are severed. 

I wish, sir, i could offer now a proper memorial 
for such a subject, and such an affection. But as 
i strive to utter it, | feel the disheartening influ- 
ence of the well known truth, that in view of death 
all minds sink into triteness. It would seem, in- 
deed, sir, that the great leveler of our race would 
vindicate his title to be so considered, by making 
all men think alike in regard to his visitation— 
‘¢ The thousand thoughts that begin and end 
one,’’—the desolation here—the eternal Hope here- 
after—are influences felt alike by the lowest intel- 
lect and the loftiest genius. 

Mr. Chairman, a statesman for more than fifty 
vears in the councils of his country, wh4se pecu- 
liar charge it was to see that the Republic suifered 
no detriment—a patriot for all times, all circum- 
stances, and all emergencies, has passed away from 
the trials and triumphsof the world, and goneto his 
reward. Sad as are the emotions which such an 
event would ordinarily excite, their intensity is 
deeply heightened by the matters so fresh within 
the memories of us all: 

‘Oh! think how to his latest day, 
When Death, just hovering, claim/’d his 
With Palinurus’ unalter’d mood, 
Firm at bis dangerous post he stood, 
Each call for needful rest repell’d, 
With dying hand the rudder held; 
Then, while on freedom’s thousand plains 
One unpolluted church remains, 
W hose peaceful bells ne’er sent around 


prey, 


The bloody tocsin’s maddening sound; 
Sut sull, upon the hallow’d day 


Couvoke the swains to praise and pray, 
While faith and civil peace are dear, 
Greet his cold marble with a tear, 


He who preserved them— Clay lies here 


In a character, Mr. Speaker, so illustrious and 
beautiful, it is difficult to select any point for par- 
ticular notice from those which go to make up its 
noble proportions; but we may now around his 
honored rrave, call to gvrateful recollection that in- 
vincible spirit which no personal sorrow could 
sully, and no a could overcome. Be as- 
sured, r, that he has in this res gard left a leracy 
to the young men of oe R epublic almost as sacred 
and as dear as that liberty of which his life was a 
blessed illustration. ; 

We can all remember, sir, when adverse po- 
litical results disheartened his friends, and made 
them feel even as men without hope, his own clar- 
ion voice was still heard in the purp se and the 
pursuit of rights, as bold and as eloquent as — n 
it first proclaimed the freedom of the seas, and it 
talismanic tones struck off the badges of bond: ive 
from the lands of the Incas and the plains of Mar- 
athon. 

Mr. Speaker, in the exaltation of the states- 
man he did not forget the duties ofthe man. He 
was an affectionate adviser on all points wherein 
inexpe rienced youth might require counsel. He 
was a disinterested sympathiser in personal sor- 
rows that called for consolation. He was ever up- 
right and honorable in all the duties incident to 
his relations in life. 

To an existence so lovely Heaven in its mercy 
granted a fitting and appropriate close. It was 
the prayer, Mr. Speaker, of a distinguished cit- 
izen who died some years since in the metropolis, 
even while his spirit was fluttering for its final 
flight, that he might depart gracefully. It may 
not be presumptuous to say that what was in that 
instance the aspiration of a chivalric gentleman, 
was in this the realization of the dying Christian, 
in which was blended all that human dignity 
could require, with all that Divine Grace had con- 
ferred; in which the firmness of the man was only 
transcended by the fervor of the penitent. 

A short period before his death, he remarked to 
one by his bed-side, ‘*‘ That he was fearful he was 
becoming selfish, as his thoughts were entirely 
withdrawn from the world, and centered upon 
eternity.”’ This, sir, was but the purification of 
his noble spirit from all the dross of earth—a 
happy illustration of what the religious muse has 
so sweetly sung 





* No sin to stain—no lure to stay 
The soul, as home she springs ; 
Thy synsbine on her joyful way, 

Thy freedom in her wings.”’ 
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Mr. Speaker, the solemnities of this hour may 
soon be forgotten. We may come back from the 
new-made grave only still to show that we con- 
eider ‘eternity the bubble life and time the endur- 
ing substance.’” Wemay not pause long enough 
by the brink to ask which of us revelers of a day 
shall next beatrest. But beassured, sir, that upon 
the records of mortality will never be inscribed 
a name more illustrious than thatof the statesman, 
patriot, and friend whom the nation mourns. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks leave to 
give notice to the House, that the members of the 
Senate and House will forma procession at the 
National Hotel to-morrow, at twenty minutes 
past eleven, to accompany the remains of Mr. 
Cray to the Capitol for funeral ceremonies. The 
remains wil pasa thence to the cars, and depart 
for Kentucky. 

The question was then put on the adoption of 
the resolutions proposed by Mr. Breckinrince, 
and they were unanimously adopted. 

And the Hovse adjourned till to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m. 

IN SENATE. 
Puvrspay, July 1, 1852 

The faneral rites over the remains of the Hon. 
Hewry Cray were solemnized this day. Pursu- 
ant to the arrangements prescribed by the com- 
mittee of the Senate, the members of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives, together 
with public bodies and associations, military com- 
panies, and civic authorities, assembled at the 
National Hotel, where the body has lain since life 
departed; and thence the melancholy funeral cor- 
tege passed to the Senate Chamber, so long the 

ventre of his glories 

Aw the body was borne to the centre of the 
Chamber, the Rev. Dr. Burier, the Chaplain to 
the Senate, in full canonicals, read part of the 
Episcopal ritual—* | am the resurrection and the 
fe, saith the Lord.’’ In consonance with the 
wolemn service over the dead was the scene there 


1.~somber and sad. 


nresentlec 

The President of the United States and the 
tpenker of the House of Representatives were 
eated with the President of the Senate. ‘The body 
of the Senate, the representatives of State sover- 
elrenties, were grouped, on the two innermost semi- 
ircular rows of chairs, around the lifeless form 
of their late colleague 


rangements, and the committee to convey the body | 


to Kentucky, and the pall-bearers, with the Ken- 
ucky delegation in the Houseof Representatives, 
as chief mourners, and a few personal devoted 
friends, were also in close proximity to the inan- 
imate form of the deceased. 

The members of the House of Representatives 
filled the outer circles, except such parts as were 
devoted to the large diplomatic corps, the Cabinet 
of the President of the United States, the officers of 
the Army and Navy, amongst whom were Major 
General Scott, commander-in-chief, and Commo- 
dore Morris. With the Municipal Councils of the 
city of Washington, were the officers of neighbor- 
ing cities, and others, official and unofficial. 

Mr. James Maher, the public gardiner, placed 
a fragrant shield of sweetly-culled flowers upon 

he sarcophagus, as a memorial of affection for 
the deceased statesman within. The pure white 
and brightly-variegated flowers contrasted sadly 
with the rich folding drapery of black cloth, re- 
lieved though it was by silver ornaments. The 
sarcophagus in which the remains were inurned, 
resembles the outlines of the human body. The 
handles, the face plate, the plate for inscribing the 
name, and other plates, are of massive silver, beau- 
ufully wrought and chased, having appropriate 
emblems, among which appear wreaths of laurel 


The committee of ar- | 


| he is in other lands and speaks in other tongues 
| and to other times, than ours. 
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and oak, with a full-blown rose, and sprig of oak 

with its acorns detached from their parent stem, 
| showing the work of the fell destroyer. Amidst 

the contemplations to which this scene gave being, 
| the Chaplain’s voice broke on the listening ear— 

‘* But some man will say, how are the dead raised 

up? and with what body do they come?’’ The 
| answer was furnished by the residue of the 15th 
| chapter of Ist Corinthians, which t Chaplain 
impressively read for the consolation of the be- 
reaved living. 

‘+ How is the strong staff broken and the beau- 
tiful rod!’’ (Jeremiah 48 ch. 17 v was the sug- 
gestive text of the following impressive discourse: 


Before all hearts and minds in this august as- 
semblage the vivid imageof one MAN stands. To 


some aged eye he may come forth, from the dim 


past, as he appeared in the neighboring city of his 
native State, a little and ardent youth, full of 
promise, of ambition, and of hope. ‘To another 


| he may appear as, in a distant State,in the courts 
of justice, erect, highstrung, bold, wearing fresh 
forensic laurels on his young and open brow. 
Some may see him in the earlier and some in the 
later stages of his career on this auspicious the- 
ater of his renown; and to the former he will start 
out, on the background of the past, as he ap- 
peared in the neighboring Chamber, tall, elate, 
impassioned, with flashing eye and suasive ges- 
ture, and clarron voice, an already acknowledged 
‘¢ Avamemnon, King of Men;’’ and to others he 
will again stand in this Chamber ‘*‘the strone 
staff’’ of the bewildered and staggering State, and 
‘the beautiful rod,’’ rich with the blossoms of 
renius, and of patriotic love and ho e, the life of 
youth still remaining to ziveanimation erace, and 
exhaustless vigor to the wisdom, the experience, 
and gravity of ase. To others he may be present 
as he sat in the chamber of sickness, cheerful, 
majestic, grentle—his mind clear, his heart warm. 
his hope fixed on Heaven, peacefully preparing 
for his last great change. To the memory of the 
minister of God he appears as the penitent, hum- 
ble, and peaceful Christian, who received him 
with the affection of a father, and joined with him 
in solemn sacrament and prayer “ ith the gentle- 
ness of a woman and humility of achild. ‘* Out 


of the strong came forth sweetness.’’ ‘* How is 
the strong staff broken and the beautiful rod!” 
Sut not before this assembly only does the vener- 
able image of the departed statesman this day dis- 
tinctly stand. For more than a thousand miles— 
East, West, North, and South—it is known and 
remembered, that at this place and hour a nation’s 
representatives assemble todo honor to him whase 
fame is now a nation’s heritage. A nation’s 
mighty heart throbs against this Capitol, and beats 
through you. In many cities banners droop, bells 
toll, cannons boom, funeral draperies wave. In 
crowded streets and on surrounding wharves, upon 
steamboats, and upon cars, in fields, in work- 
shops, in homes, in schools, millions of men, 


women, and children, have their thoughts fixed 
| upon this scene, and say mournfully to each other, 


‘¢ This is the hour in which, at the capital, the nas 
tion’s representatives are burying Henry Cray.”’ 
Burying Henry Cray? Bury the recordsof your 
country ’s history—bury the hearts of living mil- 
lions—bury the mountains, the rivers, the lakes, 


and the spreading lands from sea to sea, with 


which his name is inseparably associated, and 


even then you would not bury Henry Ciay—for 


A great mind, a great heart, a great orator, 
a great career, have been consigned to history. 
She will record his rare gifts of deep insight, 
keen discrimination, clear statement, rapid com- 
bination, plain, direct, and convincing logic. She 
will love to dwell on that large, generous, mag- 
nanimous, open, forgiving heart. She will linger 
with fond delight on the recorded or traditional 
stories of an eloquence that was so masterful 
and stirring, because it was but himself strug- 
gling to come forth on the living words—be- 
cause, though the words were brave and strong, 
and beautiful and melodious, it was felt that, be- 
hind them, there was a soul, braver, stronger, 


| more beautiful, and more melodious than Jan- 


guage could express. She wil! point to a career 


allies June 30, 
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of statesmanship which has, to a remarkable d 
gree, stamped itself on the public policy of - 
country, and reached in beneficent practical! resul . 
the fields, the looms, the commercial martes, ‘4 
the quiet homes of all the land, where hig on 
was with the departed father, and is with the live 
ing children, and will be with successive genera. 
tions, an honored household word. ' 
I feel, as a man, the grandeur of this Career 
3utas an immortal, with this broken wreck of 
mortality before me, with this scene as the « end. 
all’? of human glory, I feel that no career jg truly 
great but that of him who, whether he be illus. 
trious or obscure, lives to the future in the pres. 


ent, and, linking himself to the spiritual world 





. : I 
draws from God the life, the rule, the motive, and 


the reward of all his labor. So would that grea: 
spirit which has departed say to us, could he ad. 
dress us now. So did he realizé in the calm and 
meditative close of life. I feel that I but utter the 
lessons which, when living, were his last and begt 
convictions, and which, dead, could he speak to 
us, his solemn admonitions, when I say that 
statesmanship is then only glorious when jt jg 
Christian, and that man is then only safe and true 
to his duty and his soul, when the life which he 
lives in the flesh is the life of faith in the Son of 
God. 

Great, indeed, is the privilege, and most honor. 
able and useful is the career of a Christian Amer 
ican statesman. 

He perceives that civil liberty came from the 
freedom wherewith Christ made its earliest mar- 
tyr and defender free. He recognizes it as one of 
the twelve manner of fruits on the tree of life with 
which its lower branches furnish the best nutri- 
ment of earth, hangs on its topmast boughs, which 
wave in heaven, fruits that exhilarate the immor- 
tals. Recognizing the State as God’s institution, 
he will perceive that his own ministry is divine. 
Living consciously under the eye and in thegpve 
and fear of God, redeemed by the blood of Jesus, 
sanctified by His spirit, loving His law, he will 
give himself, in private and in public, to the ser- 
vice of his Saviour. He will not admit that he 
may act on less lofty principles in public than in 
private life, and that he must be careful of his 
moral influence in the small sphere of home and 
neighborhood, but need take no heed of it when 
it stretches over continents and crosses seas. He 
will know that his moral responsibility cannot be 
divided and distributed among others. When he 
is told that adherence to the strictest moral and 
religious principle is incompatible with a successful 
and eminent career, he will denounce the assertion 
as a libel on the venerated father of the Republic— 
a libel on the honored living, and the illustrious 
dead—a libel against a great and Christian nation 
—a libel against God himself, who has declared 
and made ** godliness profitablefor the life that is.’’ 
He will strive tomake laws transcripts of the char- 
acter and institutions, illustrations of the provi- 
dence of God. He will scan with admiration and 
awe the purposes of God in the future history of 
the world, in throwing open their wide continent, 

| from sea to sea, as the abode of freedom, intelli- 
gence, plenty, prosperity, and peace, and feel that 
in giving his energies with a patriotic love to the 
welfare of his country, he is consecrating himself 
with a Christian’s zeal to the extension und estab- 
lishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Compared 
with a career like this, which is equally open to 
those whose public sphere is large or smal], how 
paltry are the trade of patriotism, the tricks of 
statesmanship, the rewards of successful base- 
ness! This hour, this scene, the venerated dead, 
the country, the world, the present, the future, 
God, duty, heaven, hell, speak trumpet-tongued 
to all in the service of their country, to beware how 
they lay polluted or unhallowed hands 
“Upon the ark 
Of her magnificent and awful cause.’’ 

Such is the character of that statesmanship 
which alone would have met the full approval of 
the venerated dead. For thereligion which always 
had a place in the convictions of his mind has also, 
within a recent period, entered into his experience 
and seated itself inhis heart. Twenty years since 
he wrote, ‘* 1 am a member ofmo religious sect, 
‘and I am not a professor of religion. I regret 


'*that I am not. I wish that I was, and trust that 


‘I shall be, I have, and always have had, a pro- 
| ‘found regard for Christianity, the religion of my 
‘fathers, and for its rites, its usages, and observ- 
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cances.”” That feeling proved that the seed 
.own by pious parents was not dead, though sti- 
aed. A few years since its dormant life was re- 
awakened. He was baptized in the communion 
af the Protestant Episcopal Church, and during 
pis sojourn in this city he was in full communion 
with Trinity parish. 

It is since his withdrawal from the sittings of 
the Senate that I have been made particularly ac- 
yainted with his religious opinions, character, 
and feelings. From his first illness he expressed 
to me the persuasion that it would be fatal. 
From that period until his death it has been my 
privilege to hold with him frequent religious ser- 
vices, and conversations with him in his room. 
He averred to me his full faith in the great leading 
doctrines of the Gospel—the fall and sinfulness of 
man, the divinity of Christ, the reality and ntces- 
sity of the atonement, the need of being born again 
by the Spirit, and salvation through faith in the 
crucified Redeemer. His own personal hopes of 
salvation he ever and distinetly based on the prom- 
jses and the grace of Christ. Strikingly percep- 
tible on his oe y impetuous and impatient 
character was the influence of grace in producing 
submission and ** patient waiting for Christ,”’ 
and for death. On one occasion he spoke to me 
of the pious example of one very near and dear 
to him, as that which led him deeply to feel and 
earnestly to seek for himself the reality and bless- 
edness of religion. On one occasion he told 
me that he had been striving to form a concep- 


tion of Heaven; and he enlarged upon the mercy , 


of that provision by which our Saviour became 
a partaker of our humanity, that our hearts and 
hopes might fix themselves on him. On another 
occasion, when he was supposed to be very near 
his end, I expressed to him the hope that his mind 
and heart were at peace, and that he was able to 
rest with cheerful confidence on the promises and 
merits of the Redeemer. He said, with much 
feeling, that he endeavored to, and trusted that he 
did, repose his salvation upon Christ; that it was 
too late for him to look at Christianity in the light 
of speculation; that he had never doubted of its 
truth;and that he now wished to throw himself 
upon it as a practical and blessed remedy. Very 
soon after this, | administered to him the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. Being extremely 
feeble, and desirous of having his mind undivert- 
ed, no persons were present but his son and serv- 
ant. It was a scene long to be remembered. 
There, in that still chamber, at a week-day noon, 
the tides of life all owing strong around us, three 
disciples of the Saviour—the minister of God, the 
dying statesman, and his servant, a partaker of 
the like precious faith—commemorated their Sa- 
viour’s dying love. He joined in the blessed sac- 
rament ‘with great feeling and solemnity—now 
pressing his hands together, and now spreading 
them forth as the words of the service expressed 
the feelings, desires, supplications, and thanks- 
givings of his heart. After this he rallied, and 
again | was permitted frequently to join with him 
in religious services, conversation, and prayer. 
He grew in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Among the 
books which he read most were Jay’s Morning 
and Evening Exercises, the Life of Dr. Chalmers, 
and the Christian Philosopher Triumphant in 
Death. His hope contined to the end, though 
true and real, to be tremulous with humility rather 
than rapturous with assurance. When he felt 
most the weariness of his protracted sufferings, 
it sufficed to suggest to him that his Heavenly 
Father doubtless knew that, after a life so long 
stirring and tempted, such a discipline of chasten- 
ing and suffering was needful to make him meet 


for the inheritance of the saints; and at once the || 


words of meek and patient acquiescence escaped 
his lips. 

Exhausted nature at length gave way. Onthe 
last occasion when I was permitted to offer a brief 


prayer at his bed-side, his last words to me Were | 


prayer which I had offered for his pardoning love 
and his sanctifying grace included everything 
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ize then, and rejoice to think how near was the 
blessed reunion of his weary heart with the loved 
dead and with her—our dear Lord gently smooth 
her passage to the tomb!—who must soon follow 
him to his rest, whose spirits even then seemed to 
visit and to cheer his memory and his hope. 
Gently he breathed his soul away into the spirit 
world. 


** How blest the righteous when they die ! 

When holy souls retire to rest, 
How mildly beams the closing eye! 
How gently heaves the expiring breast! 

* So fades a summer cloud away, 
So sinks the gale when storms are o’er; 
So gently shuts the eye of dav; 
So dies the wave upon the shore !”’ 
Be it ours to follow him in the same humble and 
submissive faith to Heaven. Could he speak to 
us the counsels of his latest human and of his pres- 
ent heavenly experience, sure | am that he would 
not only admonish us to cling to the Saviour in 
sickness and in death, but abjure us not to delay 
to act upon our first convictions that we might 
give our best power and fullest influence for God, 
and go to the grave with a hope unshadowed by 
the long worldliness of the past, and darkened by 
no films of fear and doubt resting over the future! 
The strong staff rs broken and the beautiful rod 
despoiled of its grace and bloom; but in the light 
of the eternal promises, and by the power of 
Christ’s resurrection, we joyfully anticipate the 
prospect of seeing that broken staff erect, and that 
beautiful rod, clothed with celestial grace, and 
blossoming with undying life and blessedness, in 
the paradise of God. 


The ritual of the Episcopal Church, at the bu- 
rial of the dead, closed the solemn service, and 
the body was removed to the Rotunda, that his 
sorrowing countrymen might gaze upon that face 
in death which has cheered them so much while 
living. 


At four o’clock the funeral procession left by 


| railroad to give the body sepulture in his own 


chosen spot, near his own home, at the cemetery 
of Lexington in Kentucky. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuurspay, July 1, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
On motion by Mr. ORR, by unanimous con- 
sent, the reading of the Journal of yesterday was 


; dispensed with. 


The SPEAKER stated, that in pursuance of the 
order made on yesterday, the House would pro- | 
ceed in a body to the Senate to participate in the 
funeral ceremonies of Hon. Henry Cray, late a} 


| Senator from Kentucky. 


| Senate Chamber. 


The Speaker and officers of the House, accom- 
panied by the members, then proceeded to the 
The services there having been 


| concluded, they returned to the Hall; and being 
| called to order by the Speaker, 


On motion by Mr. SWEETSER, the House 


adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m, 


| 


which the dying need. On the evening previous | 


to his departure, sitting an hour in silence by his 
side, I could not but realize, when I heard him in 


the slight wanderings of his mind to other days, || 


and other scenes, murmuring the words, ‘* My 
mother! mother! mother!’’ and saying, ‘‘ My dear 


- 


| 


wife,’ as if she were present; I could not but real- || diplomatic salaries, based upon the combined con- 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, July 2, 1852. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Buruer. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the execution of the order assigning Fri- | 
day of each week for the consideration of private claims 
be suspended until one o’ciock. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills: 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Jack- 
son; 
An act to amend anact entitled ‘‘ An act forthe 
punishment of crimes in the District of Columbia;”’ 


| and 
that he had hope only in Christ, and that the | 


A joint resolution accepting from Guiseppe 
Fagnazi a portrait of Henry Clay, and ordering 
it to be placed in the Library of Congress. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of State relativeto the res- 
olution of the Senate calling for information as to 
the expediency of adopting a graduated scale of 
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siderations of the importance ef the mission and 
the expenses of residence, transmitting a copy of 
the circular letter on the subject which was ad- 
dressed by the Secretary of State to the respective 
diplomatic representatives of the United States in 
foreign countries, together with a copy of their 
replies so far as the same had been received atthe 
Department of State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. FELCH submitted additional documents 
in relation to the claim of the administrators of 
John Anderson; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented several petitions from 
citizens of California, praying to be released from 
the payment of duty bonds on certain goods de- 
stroyed by fire while in bonded warehouses, at 
San Francisco, California; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, District of Columbia, praying 
that the bill now pending before Congres’, com- 
monly known as the ** homestead bill,’’ may be- 
come a law; which was referred to the Commpittes 
on Public Lands. 


DEATH OF THE HON. HENRY CLAY. 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following reso 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate be requested 
to communicate to the Executive of the State of Kentucky 
information of the death of the Hon. Henry Cray, late a 
Senator from that State. 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to pay to Thomas H. Clay, son of the laie Hanry Cray, 
whatever sum may be due his estate for per diem and mile- 
age. 


Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements cause 
to be published, in a pamphlet form, and in such manner 
as may seem to them appropriate, forthe use of the Senare, 
10,000 copies of the addresses made by the members of the 
Senate and members of the House of Represeptatives, to 
gether with the discourse of the Rev. Dr. Butter, 
the occasion of the death of the Hon. Henry Cray. 


PUBLIC LANDS, ETC., IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Senate the amount of sales of the public 
lands, bounty land warrants, and other scrip located in the 
State of Louisiana respectively for the last five years; the 
expenses of the Government for surveys, and all other 
charges in the disposition of the public lands in said State 
for the same period; the quantity of land yet to be sur- 
veyed, or the surveys to be corrected respectively } the un- 
adjusted private land claims; the quantity of land subject 
to entry at this time, and how much has been in market 
over twenty, fifteen, five, and one year respectively; the 
quantity of land reported as inundated or overflowed lands, 
which have been reclaimed by levees made by the State or 
individuals, and sold by the United States; the quantity of 
land ceded to the State, specifying the purpose and the 
acts, and such other information as will aid Congress in de- 
termining whether it be to the interest of the Government 
longer to retain in her hands the disposition of the public 
lands in said State. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


Mr. WADE submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to inform the Senate whether it be the practice of the De 
partment, in its administration of the pension laws, to regard 
the right to a pension, or to arrears of pension, as a vested 
right in Navy invalid cases, and as aright determining with 
the death of the claimant in Army invalid cases; and 
further, if such practice exist, that he inform the Senate 
when it was established, and upon what authority of law 
it is based. 


CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. 

Mr. MASON. A bill has been returned from 
the House of Representatives which has passed 
the Senate in reference to the Brazilian commis- 
sion. It has been returned with an amendment. 
I reported the bill originally, and assent to the 
amendment, which, I have no doubt, is a proper 
one. itis important that the bill should be im- 
mediately passed, because the commission has 
expired. I therefore ask the Senate to take up 
the bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act to carr 
into effect the Convention between the Unite 
States and the Emperor of Brazil, of the 27th Jan- 
uary, 1849,” approved March 29, 1850. 


reso 


upon 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 


taken up for consideration. 
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On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate con- 
curred in the following amendment of the House 


of Representatiy es: 


Provided, however, That any party who shall desire to 
avail himeelf of the provisions of the said eighth section, 
shall nouly the Secretary of the Treasury thereof, within 
five days trom the paseage of this act, or 
said award of the commissioner to adjust the claim against 
Brazil 

LAND OFFICE IN MICHIGAN. 

On the motion of Mr. FELCH , the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the W hole, 
the bill additional land office in 
an. It provides for a new district, to be 
called the ‘* Manitou Land District,’’ and the ap- 
pointment of a register and receiver of the public 


moneys. 


to establish an 


Miu hig 


Several verbal amendments having been made, 
motion of Mr. FELCH, the bill was re- 


ported to the Senate, the amendments 


on tne 
were con- 
curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 


and read a third time. 
PUBLIC EXPENSES IN DES MOINES, IOWA. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. Mr. President, I move 
that the Senate dispense with the previous order, 


ta ‘Me up and consider, at this time, Senate bill 
», 496, reported by the Senator from Loulsiana, 
by the unanimous consent of the 
Committee on the Judiciar Vy. 
This bill provides for the payment of a claim of 
the county of Des Moines, in the State of lowa, 
which I think eminently just, and which should 


|Mr. Downs,] 


‘ paid long since. 
Mr. DAWSON, 
ider the bills upon the Calendar. 


iT Jt INES, OF 


beer 
I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed to con 
lowa. I hope my friend from 
reorgia will not interpose any objec tion to con- 


ider the bill, as | am quite confident there will be 


no discussion upon the subject, the report having 
been for some time upon our tables, and the case 
being one of so clear a character as set forth by 


the report, which I hope will be read, if he or any 


desire it. 


Senator shall The bilk only provides for 
county of Des Moines for the 
hat county, of the ordinary expenses 
r the courtsof the United States, 
under the territorial government of Wisconsin, 
which then embraced the present State of Iowa, 
fromthe year 1836 up to the close of the year 1843. 
This bill’ only proposes to pay to Des Moines 


county, lowa, for court expenses, which, under 


i 


remunerating the 
t,byt 
int 


paymel 


} 
in irred holding 


precisely similar circumstances, have always been 
paid to all other counties in the other Territories 
of the United States, under the interpretation given 
to the acts creating the Territories, by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury. But, as I cave as- 


wrance, Mr. President, that the bill should not 


from the date of 


consume many moments of time, I will not say | 


her word in its 
ot 


Senators on the 


Lnot behalf, and especially as I have 
y privilege of cammuning 
subject privately. 

‘The motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 


made use my 


ind it was read a second time, and considered as 


in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to au- 
orize the Secretary of the Interior to examine 
the claim presented by the county of Des Moines, 


in the State of Iowa, and if, upon such examina- 
tion, he is satisfied that, prior to the first day of 
January, 1844, the said county has paid money 
which, in accordance with the instructions of the 
first Comptroller the Treasury, dated Decem- 

19th, 1843, should have been paid by the mar- 
shal of the United States for said Territory, he is 
directed to audit and allow the same, and the 
amount is directed to be paid. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
aniendment, and was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. It was subsequently read a 
third time and passed. 


ot 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 


with | 


House of Representatives to release from_reser- | 


vation and restore to the mass of public lands, cer- 
tain lands in the State of Arkansas, reported back 
the same without amendment. 


After a brief explanation of the action of the || 


committee, the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which were referred the following bills 
from the House of Representatives, reported the 
same back without amendment: 
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An act to supply a deficiency to the State of In- 
diana in a township of land granted.to said State 
for the use of a State University, by an act of 
Congress, approved April 19, 1816; and 

An act to appropriate lands for the support of 
schools in certain townships and fractional town- 
ships, in the Territory of Minnesota, not hereto- 
fore provided for. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to extend the provisions of an act, ap- 
proved March 3, 1847, and an act approved Feb- 
ruary 26, 1349, for carrying into effect the exist- 
ing compacts with the States of Al and 
Mississippi, relation to the five per cent. fund 
and the school reservations, reported it back with 
an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the petition of John A. Butin, and 
the petition of Hosea B. Horn and John J. Sel- 
man, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which were referred the documents 
in relation to the claim of Thomas B. Parsons, 


ipama 
in 


rel 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of John M. Mc- 
lnutosh, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Langdon C i 
the United 
accompanied by a 


aston, assistant quartermaster in 
States Army, report, 
bill for which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. The 


submitted a 
his relief: 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Peter N. 
Paillett submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for his relief; which’was read, and passed to 
the second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of the legal represent- 
atives of Sylvester Day, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 


Li 





He also, trom the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Andrew Russmussen, 
submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

BILL 


engrossed bil! 


PASSED. 

The to amend an act entitled 
** An act authorizing the sale of certain military 
sites,’’ approved March 3, 1819, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Z. F. JOHNSTON. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill for the relief of Z. F. Johnston. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting officer 
of the Treasury to audit and pay the accounts 
Commander Z. F. Johnston, of the United States 
Navy, for the necessary and proper personal | 
expenses incurred by him at San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia, while waiting duty under orders, and 
compelled to live on shore between the 20th of 
November, 1848, and the 2Ist of April, 1849. 

The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs | 
was read, from which it appears that Commander 
Johnston, then at Norfolk, Virginia, was ordered 
on the 10th April, 1848, by the Secretary of the 
Navy, to proceed to the Pacific ocean and report 
to Thomas Ap Catesby Jones for duty in the 
squadron under his command. In compliance 
with this order, Commander Johnston reached 
San Francisco on the 20th of November, 1848, and 
reported for duty a few days thereafter. Com- | 
modore Jones declined to assign him to duty, but 
detained him, waiting orders. His reasons for so 
doing were given in his letter to Commander 
Johnston, dated January 27, 1852, in which he 
stated, that Commander Johnston was not placed 
incommand on joining the Pacific squadron, be- | 


| cause there was no ship or station thereat that | 


time without a commander; he also stated, that |! 


ee, _Suly 2, 


he wished to keep ingeserve a reliable command, 
to meet any emergency that might happen jn the 
squadron; and that by remaining on shore. (,,, 
mander Johnston would occupy a good DORitinn 
for apprehending deserters from the squadron, 
thus rendering desertions less liable to 7 
Commander Johnston was thus detained on shore 
waiting orders under expenses, far exceeding |, : 
pay. The committee reported the bill to reir. 
burse the expenses to which he had been put. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, and Was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. l; 
was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 


EXPENSE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
FLORIDA WAR. 

Mr. DE SAUSSURE. Mr. President, | 
the indulgence of the Senate to take up the bil! me 
indemnify the State of South Carolina for mo), y 
expended for the use of the United States jn tha 
war in Florida with the Seminole Indians. Tis 
bill was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and has been reported by that committee 
unanimously I believe. I do notyghink that any 
objection will be mfde to the bill>or that it wil! 
give rise to discussion. I ask the indulgence of 
the Senate to take it up now and put it upon 
passage. 

‘he motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill as in Com. 
mittee of the W hole. It proposes to require the 
Secretary of War to pay to the State of South 
Carolina such sums of money as were paid by 
that State in 1838, 1839, and 1840 for services, 
losses, and damages sustained by her volunteers 
in the Florida war of 1836, 1837, and 1838, while 
in the service of the United States, and on their 
return from that service, as were ascertained and 
allowed by a board of commissioners appointed 
for that purpose by an act of the Legislature of 
South Carolina in 1837. 

The Committee on Military Affairs propose to 
amend the bill by adding the following proviso: 

Provided, however, That no interest shall be allowed 


upon the moneys paid to the State of South Carolina under 
the provisions of this bill. 


occur 


IN THE 


ask 


ilg 


The amendment was agreed to, the bill Was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 
was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. It was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 

IRA DAY. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill for the 
relief of Ira Day. 

The PRESIDENT. The indorsement upon 
this bill is, that an amendment was made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, striking out the provision for 
the allowance of interest. When the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate thatamendment was disagreed 
to. The bill, therefore, stands as it was reported, 
and the question is on ordering it to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have already discussed this 
question, and | was willing to allow the bill to pass 
if it did not contain the provision in relation to 
interest. It seems to me that it is introducing a 
dangerous principle, and in some respects a new 
one; but I am not disposed now to renew that 
question. All I shall ask is, that we may have 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. I 
understand that the bill now provides for the pay- 
ment of interest upon this debt. I shall, there- 
fore, ask for the yeas and nays upon its passage. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would like to hear the bill 
read. 

It was accordingly read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Postmaster General is here- 
by authorized and required to pay to Ira Day, of Vermont, 
#1,008 90, together with the interest thereon, from the 
first day of July, 1837, out of the funds of the Post Office 
Department, in full for the balance due to him for trans- 
porting the mail from Royalton to Burlington, in the State 
of Vermont, from Jannary, 1833, to July, 1837. 


Mr.BADGER. Mr. President, [am exceeding- 
ly sorry that the Senator from Virginia should 
find a great principle involved in this small appro- 
priation, standing in the way of doing what is 
manifestly right and just. I am very sorry forit. 
The case, ina few words, is this: This,man was 
a contractor to carry the mail. Mr. Barry, the 
Postmaster General, finding himself in want of 
funds, it being inconvenient for the Department 
to meet its engagements, issued an order suspend- 
ing the runing of the mails one day in seven, 
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: struck out of the compensation one seventh 
ction of it without any authority—the contract | 
ween the Government and the contractor be- 
, that if the Postmaster General should find 
e route to be an unproductive one, he should be 
‘berty to discontiaue it altogether; and that was 
only power reserved to him. He discon- 
ved the running of the mail one day in seven, 
ind withheld from the contractor one seventh por- 
on of the money to which he was entitled. This | 
-ontractor ran the mail during the whole time, as 
oder bis contract he had a right to do; as under 
} ~ contract he was bound to do, unless he volun- 
ly surrendered the privilege; and, as he might 
as well have done, for he was bound to keep 

a his stock during that time, and they might 
r well have been running over the road as re- | 
aining idle in the stables. Such is the case. 

My friend from Virginia said, in the first place, 
that he doubted whether this man was entitled to | 
the principal, and was very certain he was not 
entitled to the interest. Why is he not entitled to 
The withholding of this man’s money 

from him was nething better than re apine and plun- | 

der. It was notacase of debt, oraclaim to be 
ascertained against the Government. Here was 
he money in the hands of the Postmaster General. 

It was the contractor’s money. It was due to him | 

der the contract. Without law, without ex- 
cuse, without .apology, the Postmaster General 
refused to pay it to him. He arbitrarily withheld 
it; and because he stood in an official sté ution, he 
was beyond the reach of any process by which 
he could be compelled to pay. The Government 
therefore have withheld this man’s money from 
that day to this. His money has been in the 
hands of the Government—money to which he 
was just as much entitled as he was to the money 
which he had in his own pocket. Yet we are told 
that it is doubtful whether he is entitled to the 
principal, and very certain that he is not entitled 
to the interest! 

I agree, as a general rule, that claimants upon 
the Government ought not to be entitled to inter- 
est until they have produced and verified their | 
claims, and proved them. But this claim needed 
no verification. Here was a violent outrage at- | 
tempted to be committed by the head of the Post 
Office Department, in withholding money known 
to be due under the contract. That was the case. 
In using these terms, I do not mean to use them 
in a reproachful sense towards the particular in- 
dividual who committed this act. He might have 
thought that the necessities of the Government | 
justified him in doing it. But these are the facts 
nevertheless; and the character of the transaction | 
cannot be altered. 

Now, sir, as I think the principal was plainly | 
due; as I think it was an extraordinary case—the | 
Government having this man’s money in its hands, 
and by the authority of its officer, without excuse, 
justification, or apology, refusing to pay it over 
to him—I cannot but believe that it is impossible 
to do justice without paying the party the interest | 
as well as the principal. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I am sorry to | 
say that I take a very different view of this sub- | 
ject from the honorable and distinguished Senator 
from North Carolina. I conceive that there was 
no outrage on the part of the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral in the exercise of the authority which he did 
exercise in reference to this contract; and though 


il terest? 


; tract, 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


at least that the opinion of the Senate then was 
adverse to the claim. The present view which is 
taken of the case,in favor of the claim, is founded 
on a report by the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, made at this session of Congress 
on the same state of facts precisely that existed at 
the first session of the Tw enty -eighth Congress, 

and on the same proof precisely, arriving ata dif- 

ferent conclusion as to the lezal construction of 
one of the terms of the contract existing between 
the Postmaster General and the petitioner. 

The case is not now to be passed upon for the 
first time. A petition was presented to Congress 
based upon a similar clause in a contract—and a 
clause to which I will advert—for I have the con- 
tract here—under which the Postmaster General, 
anterior to this time, had universally, without 
hesitation, as a customary clause in these con- 


tracts, exercised the power to curtail under the 
general power to put an end to the contract. That 


clause was in these words: 

‘ft is mutually understood by the contracting parties, 
that if the route, or any part of the route herein mentioned, 
shall be discontinued by act of Congress; or in the opinion 
of the Postmaster General becomes useless, or if a line 
sages or steamboats shall be established on the whole, or 
any part of it, where the mailis not so carried under the 
contract ; then this contract, or such part of it, shall cease 
to be binding on the Postmaster General, he giving notice 
of such event, and making allowance of one month’s extra 
pay.’’ 

There is also another clause 
which gives a right to alter the route, and there 
is a clause reserving to the Postmaster General 
the right of annulling the contract in case the con- 
tractor does not promptly adopt the alteration re- 
quired. These are the distinct clauses of the con- 
These clauses had received a customary 
construction down to and subsequent to the year 
1839. An application was made to Congress by 
a Mr. Caldwell upon a precisely similar clause in 
his contract, where the Postmaster General ex- 
ercised the authority. Whatever nay 


of 


of the contract 


motive 3 


| have influenced the Postmaster General in exer- 


cising the authority is not a question which affects 
the case. It was a power entirely within his 
own discretion. Nothing appears in the order as 
to the motives influencing him. The discfetion 
confided to the Postmaster General was absolute, 
and the order given assigned no reasons for it 

The terms of the order were, that the party should 
discontinue the contract in acertain mode. Power 
to curtail, under the general power to put an end 


| to the contract, had been uniformly and constantly 


I am willing to concede that the question is one of || 


doubt, yet it is by no means clear that the author- 
ity of the Postmastegm General was not strictly 
and regularly exercised according to law, under 
the stipulations of the contract. I will endeavor 
to present the case as briefly as I can, in order to 
show that there was no outrage. 
succeed at least in showing that if this is a case 
for compensation at all, it is questionable; and 
that it certainly is not a case for the allowance of 
interest. 

This claim, in the first instance, came before 
Congress at the second session of the Twenty- 
fifth Congress, and then the committee were dis- 
charged from its further consideration. At the | 
third session of the same Congress a bill was re- 
ported; but at -the first session of the Twenty- 
sixth Congress the bill was laid on the table. At 
the first session of the Twenty-eighth Congress 
the committee were discharged from the consider- 
ation of the subjeet, and the bill for the relief of | 
the party wasindefinitely postponed. This shows | 


* 


I think I shall |; 


exercised as the true construction of that clause 
down to and subsequently even to the time when 
this contract was so curtailed. I admit that sub- 
sequently to that time doubts having,arisen in the 
minds of some members of Congress, or of the 
head of the Post Office Department—the power 
having been questioned, there has been a 


new 
clause inserted into the Post Office contracts, 
which gives the express right to curtail. But 


anterior to that, the clause to which I havealluded 
was the customary clause in the contracts. It is 
certain that under that clause the Postmaster 
General had been in the habit, in all cases, with- 
out regard to parties, of exercising the right of 
curtailment under the general right to put an end 
to the contract. Upon the petition of Caldwell, 
Congress passed a bill for his relief, and made the 
measure of that relief to be dependent upon the 
legality of the exercise of this power on the part of 
the Postmaster General; that is to say, the ques- 
tion was to be referred to the Attorney General of 
the United States for his decision. It was so re- 
ferred, and Mr. Legaré gave his written opinion, 
contrary to the opinion entertained by the honor- 
able Senator from North Carolina, sustaining the 
power of the Postmaster General under this clause 
of the contract. I intend to read that opinion to 
the Senate, because I think it is entitled to great 
weight, and it will at least create a doubt in the 
minds of Senators quite sufficient to remove all 


| idea of outrage on the part of the Postmaster 


General in the curtailment of this contract. It is 


|to be found in the opinions of the Attorneys 


General, page 1562. It is in these words: 


Orrice or THE ATToRNeY GeneRatL, ? 
December 31, 1842. 
Sir: In the case of J. F. Caldwell, referred to me, under 
the act of the last session, authorizing you to audit and 
settle his accounts for carrying certain mails, if the Attor- 
ney General should be of opinion that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had not the right, under the contract with Caldwell, to 
| make the alterations in the mode of transporting the miails, 
which were ordered by the Department, I have the honor 


to inform you that [ have carefully considered the subject, | 
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had a right, 
change in 


and am very clear that the 
under section 
question. 
The right reserved to him, as between him and the con 
tractor, Was to discontinue the route if he deemed it aseless 
Suppose him to have been guilty of incapacity, or even 
maiversation, in discontinuing the reate, the head of the 
Department was responsible only to Congress and the coun 
try. All that the contractor had a right, in such a case, to 
demand of him, was notice of the event—that is, unques 
tionably—of his having determined to iscontinae the route, 
and the allowance of one month’s extra pay. Any clam 
for damages beyond that liquidated sum against the Gov 
ernment tor carriages and horses eo meager and left on 
hands, would have been, in such a case, cl 


Postmaster General 
10 of the contract, to make the 


his 
arly unfounded. 


Like the creditor who has relied on a stipulated penalty, he 
gets his bond, and no more 

Now, what has the De partine nt done in this case, and 
been in the habit of doing in all similar cases it has par 
tially discontinued the route; it has discontinned it for a 
third or half of the time, as the case may be ; and the ques 
tion is, Whether authority to do the less is not implied in 
that to do the greater Were it not even in invitum 
could scarcely doubt it was; but itis not so. The true in 


terpretation of the ex 
is, that it gave 
receive 


yntract, and the conduct of the parties, 
an option to the contractor, as soon as he 
d his notification that the Postmaster General ¢ 
sidered himself as no longer bound to renounce 

on his part, and receive his month’s pay in advance 
he had a right to do so If h 


service on the new terms, he has nobody to blame but hin 


on 
it entirely 

Clearly 
preterre d going on with the 


self, if he be paid only for the services he has actually ren 
dered the Government. Otherwise the case would stand 
thus: Ifthe Postmaster General discontinued the route en 
tirely, and gave no employment at all to the labor and cap 


ital prepared for performing the contract, the claimant would 


be compelled to acquiesce in this decision on receiving a 


reasonable pay; forthe contractis express to that ef] 
and he has nothing to do with the question whether the dis 
erection of the Postmaster General was properly exercised 
or not; all he might say in sach a care would be nner 
absque injuria But becaus: en new arrangement, providing 


for his employment to a very conside! ble extent, and so 


diminishing the loss or ehances of loss he incurs, was 
offered him, he is entitled to full damages for all he suffered 
by incomplege performance of the original contract Surely 
this were a solecism in law. 

The construction of the contract which I have adopted, 
appears to me, independentof all practice or precedent, th 
sound and reasonable one; and I regret that I cannot con 
cur in the view of this subject taken bv the committee of 
the House in I838. But I have no doubt that the uniform 


practice of the Department must be considered as impliedly 
entering into the contract and making a part of it ( Beers 
et al. vs. Houghton, 9 Pet., 329.) ,Itis a universal principle 
and elementary rule of the law of contracts, that a contract 
is understood to contain the customary clauses, although 
they are not expressed ; in contractihus tactile ventur 
sunt moris et consuetudinis Evans’s Pothier, 95.) 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


H. S. LEGARE. 


if que 


nes 


E. Wuirttesey, Esq 
Auditor of the Post Office Department. 

Without meaning to go the question of 
whether, were this a new question, it would be a 
matter of doubt; and without going into the ques- 
tion whether, in such a case, | should concur 
the opinion so ably stated b yy Mr. Legaré, 
the fact stated by ‘him, that this, 


into 


in 
taking 


asa istomary 
clause in the contracts, had been invariably so 
acted upon by the Department, I hold its con- 
struction to be settled by that action—that the 
power to curtail was included in the power to 


abandon at the discretion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. if that be so. can be no 
outrage. It may have been an error, if you will, 
on the part of the Postmaster General, 
it cannot have been an outrage 
Subsequent to this opinion, Caldwell again ap- 
plied to Congress for relief, and a bill was passed 
providing for his relief. But it this re- 
markable feature, that there was one adverse report 
upon the claim, which does not appear to he in 
writing, and then there was a favorable report, 
also not in writing; so that there is no means of 
knowing the reasons on which the allowance 
in that case was made, and the bill ultimately 
passed. But there is this great distinction between 
the case of Caldwell and the one now before the 
Senate: Caldwell protested at the time the contract 
was curtailed, against the power of the Postmas- 
ter General to do it. In this case the contractor 
assented to the exercise of the power. He dis- 
continued the mail for three days, which showed 
that he assented; and, subsequent to that, because 
the surrounding inhabitants of the district and 
the postmasters there chose to ask him to renew 
the transportation of the mail on Sunday he did 
so. It must be remembered that abe esassion was 
whether the Sunday mail should be abrogated. 
The inhabitants of the neighborhood found its 
suspension an inconvenience, and they prevailed 
upon the contractor to go on and carry the mail, 
notwithstanding the fact that he had stopped it in 
obedience to the order, and notwithstanding the 
fact that the postmaster at Royalton had certified 


the discontinuance 


but surely 


presents 


| to the Postmaster General, under date of the 3d 
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December, 1834, (the order having been given in 
the preceding November,) that the discontinuance 
of the Sunday mail to Burlington had taken effect. 
He went on voluntarily carrying this mail, and 
passengers, too, doubtless, on Sunday. He went 
on without giving any notice to the Department 
whateyer—without making any claim upon the 
Department until his term had expired, nearly 
three years afterwards, in 1837. He then came 
forward and made a claim against the Govern- 
ment, although he had, as far as the Goverment 
could know—as far as the Postmaster Genera] 
could know—as far as there was any evidence in 
the office, assented to the order. He went on 
upon the representation of these parties that he 
would be recompensed hereafter. But he never 
communicated the Postmaster General—nor 
was there any communication to the Postmaster 
General—that the order had not been complied 
with during the whole period; nor was any claim 
made on the Department until the contract had 
entirely expired, in 1837—a period of nearly three 
years ’ Hence the cases are totally distinct. 

This contracior made no protest. He assented 
right of Postmaster General to make 
He represents, however, in his peti- 
tion, that he was induced to go on and carry the 
mail during the remainder of the term of the con- 
tract on Sundays, which the Postmaster General 
directed him not to do, by the wishes of the in- 
habitants of the neirhborhood, and at the solicit- 
ation of the local postmasters, who told him that 
they had no doubt he would be compensated. 
But he took not to communicate to the De- 
thetfact that he obeyed the 
order, and was carrying the mail in defiance of 
he order, and expecting compensatien for it. 
The two cases, therefore, are essentially different. 
In the case of Caldwell, he protested at the time; 
he objected to itat the time This contractor did 
Lie went on quiescently, in the igno- 
rance of the Postmaster General; and it was only 
after the contract expired, that he came forward 
t any clan I ask, then, whether in a 
—a doubtful case if you will—as to the con- 
struction of a power, but which power had been 
universally exercised anterior to that time, where 
the of the exercise of the power was 
sustained by the judgment of the then able Attor- 
ney General of the United States, we are to pay 
interesi 


to 


the the 


the order 


care 


partment had not 


not do so. 


o make n. 


case 


nriety 
propriety 


This change was made, as it was made 
throughout the country, on public crounds; the 
party assented to it; he made no objection to it; 
a certificaie was given by the postmaster at Roy- 
the y had discontinued; and the 
t he stopped the mail for two or 
, but afterwards resumed it, without 
communicating with the Department, at the mere 
solicitation of the surrounding neighborhood, so 
putting the mere will of the local population 
against the ex press order of the officer of the Gov- 
‘rnment, who was entitled to give his order in 
to the si t-matter. I ask, then, 
case for compensation at all, 
much less a case for the allowance of interest? 

I did not intend to have touched upon the ques- 
tion of compensation in this case, (theamount not 
being great,) had the interest not been restored to 
bill. Butit seems to me that it is assuming 
very bold ground indeed, to tell us, in the face of 
the opinion which It have read, that this is a case 
plain that the Government has re- 
ia t Department a liquidated sum due 
the party without cause, or without any power 
whatever; and that we are therefore bound to pay 
I am not willing to concede this; I can- 
not agree with the Senator from North Carolina. 
If the Senate determine, contrary to the opinion 
of Mr. Legaré, that this is a case in which the 
Postmaster Genera! exercised a doubtful power, 
or even exceeded his power, still, if it isa case of 
mere doubt, it is clear that it is not a case for the 
allowance of interest. It must be recollected that 
the party went on; he acquiesced in the order, as 
far as he made any communication to the Depart- 
ment; he made no subsequent application till his 
contract had expired; he went on and received 
his money according to the order for curtailed ser- 
vice down to 1837. 
ward, and on the representation of the postmaster 
at Royalton, and other citizens of the neighbor- 
hood, he asked the Postmaster General to com- 
pensate him for running the mail on Sunday, 
eontrary to order. 


alton that 


papers show tl 
} ree d 


ves 
77 


reference ibjec 
i 1 } 
whether this 18 a 


the 


of oulragce-—— 


he 


tained 


interest, 


The Postmaster General de- | 


HE C 


NGRE 

| clined doing so, on the ground that the party was 

not entitled to it; because the order had directed 

| a discontinuance; and he had discontinued in obe- 

dience to the order, and subsequently revived it 
| without any authority at all. 

Supposing, then, that the right to discontinue 


\| were even doubtful, is it a case in which interest 


| 


But, after 1837, he came for- |! 


| ought to be allowed? Ido not mean now to go 

into a discussion of the question of interestat large. 
Perhaps at some future day, and on some other 

| occasion, I shall endeavor to sustain the genera! 
| . . & - 
view which I entertain on the subject of the pay- 
| ment of interest by the Government—which 1s, 
| thatin no case, except the case of a special egree- 
|} ment to pay interest, will my vote ever be given 
| for the payment of interest on a claim against-the 
United States. I know no principle that could 
| Sustain it. It iscontrary to the doctrine and prac 
| tice of all otherGovernments, as well as our own, 
| On the question of interest, | beg leave to refer to 
| two opinions of the same able officer from whom 
| have already quoted. They are not very long, 
and one of them is very important in its statement 

| of the principles on which interest is to be granted. 
| One is to be found on page 1473, of the same vol- 
| ume of Opinions of the Attorneys General, from 
| which [ shall only read one extract, in which he 
| merely states the principle and the practice. He 
| Says: 
| There may be cases in which I might think the head 
of a Department authorized to allow interest, but they 
would be rare and singular exceptions. What feature is 
there in this case which is not to be found in every case of 
delay, not caused by the claimant himself in settling an ac 
count? If a mistake of law on the part of an accounting 
officer, leading to the rejection of an item, renders the Gov 
ernment liable to pay interest on a reconsideration of the 
case, Why should not any other mistake or laches of its offi 
| cers have the same effect? 

} ** But nothing is better established, as a general rule, 
than that the Government is notto pay damages in such 
cases: astern but necessary rule adopted everywhere in 

| the practice of Government.” 


| The other opinion to which I refer, is to be 


found on pages 1559 and 1560 of the same vol- 
} ume, which is somewhat more extended, and goes 

somewhat more into the subject. This opinion 
| was given on the case of Cogswell. Mr. Legaré 
| Says: 

“The state of the case is, that, in passing Mr. Cogs 
well’s accounts, allowances were refused him which ought 
to have been made, from a mistaken view of the law on 
| the part of the executive officers. 

} ** It is admitted that the Government ought not, in gen 

| eral, to pay interest in the absence of special contract to that 

| effect. It is admitted that this isa stern but necessary rule, 

| and applies to the vast majority of cases, notwithstanding 
the equitable principle that interest is an incident to the 
debt. Then, why should the Government be subjected to 
the payment of interestin acase in which its delay to pay 
the principal was owing to a bona fide conviction on the 
part of its officers that it was notdue? Sucha mistake 
rather fortifies the case of the Government; for interest is 
due, not only because the money of one man is in the 
hands of another when payment of it might have been de 
manded, but because that other is presumed to have made, 
or ought, in common prudence, to have made advantage 
by it. 

** Now, if he thought it his own, and had good reason to 
think so, it is evident he was not bound, as trustee for an 
other, to turn it to account for his profit. Accordingly, 
though in general an executor is bound, atter a reasonable 
delay, to pay interest on all sums received by him, yet he 
is not charged with interest fora balance in his hands re 

| tained under a fair misapprehension of his right.—(12 Ve 
| sey, 386—Brewer vs. Pemberton. Lord Eldon’s rea- 
| soning in that case.) 

‘** If, therefore, mere delay to pay money due, and even 
delay from laches of its agents, does not render the Gov 
ernment liable to pay interest, much less ought it to be 
made liable by a fair misapprehension of its rights on the 
part of these agents. There can be no doubt thatthe well 
established equitable principle between man and man is, 
in general, the other way. The exception in favor of the 
Government has been established by the policy of society. 
and for the protection of the public, which, besides being 
exposed to imposition, is no man’s negotiorum gestor. 

‘*T am bound to adhere to the course of the Executive 
Department, until Congress shall see fit to change it.”’ 


| 


See 


I submit that the principle here stated is sound; 
} and that any attempt to apply the doctrine of the 
| allowance of interest, as obtaining between indi- 
| viduals, to the relation existing between the citi- 
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| zen and the Government, or the subject and the | 
| Government, will only lead to extreme error. No | 


gentleman who discusses the question ever denies 
the general principle, as a necessary rule, that in- 
terest is not allowable against a Government, ex- 
cept in cases of special contract to that effect. If 


j 
j 


|| you are to avoid the rule in exceptional cases, 
| you ought, at least, to have some stronger case | 
} than the one now before you. 
} gerous discretion to exercise at best, for a mo- || 
| ment to depart from that rule. 


lt would be a dan- | 


i 


What rule are | 


9 
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you to abide by? Is itprivatecompassion ia. 
individual? Is it personal partiality to the jn: 
vidual? Or are political considerations to , —— 
as they sometimes may, into these matters) 
we are to abandon the general rule of the Gover 
ment, and say we will pay interest on a clai, 
not founded upon any general principle of Polic 
but founded upon the particular circumstances of 
the case, which ae be decided according to the 
mere caprice—yes, I may say caprice—of the jn. 
dividual members who may happen to compose g 
majority of the members of the Senate and the 
House at the time the claim is presented, whera 
will it lead us? I submit, thatin all fovernmental 
action, general rules, especially in matters of this 
kind, must be adhered to, or the inevitable resy 
will be corruption in its worst sense. ; 

Now, sir, as to the particular case which is be- 
fore the Senate, it standsthus: The best case that 
can be made out for the argument on the othe; 
side is, that there was a misapprehension in the 
construction of a law on the part of the Postmas. 
ter General; a construction which had been acted 
upon for years before, under signilar contracts: 
which had never been questioned before; which 
was sustained subsequently by the opinion of the 
law officer of the Government, and which, cer. 
tainly, no Senator, after reading that opinion, can 
tell me is not a matter of doubt. The Post. 
master General exercised the authority on public 
considerations for the benefit of the country, not 
in reference to this individual, but jn reference 
to others, also; and shall | be told that this ig 
a case of outrage; that this is a case of with. 
holding a man’s money; a plain, naked case of 
wrong, and that, therefore, you are to make it an 
exceptional case, and allow interest? It seems to 
me that if you allow interest in this case, there is 
no one case in which you can possibly refuse it 
The party assented, without ol.jection, to the ex- 
ercise of this power by the Postmaster General 
He withdrew the Sunday mail for some days; af- 
terwards he resumed it, not on notice to the De 
partment; not by eeeangnits agreement with the 
Department; not with the knowledge of the De 
partment, but on the mere will and desire of the 
inhabitants of the local neighborhood in which he 
resided, and of the postmasters there. Without 
any communication to the Department, he carried 
this mail contrary to its order; and at a period 
three.years subsequently, when the contract itself 
expired, he came forward with this claim against 
the Government. This, then, inmy judgment, is 
no case for the allowance of interest; and it is even 
doubtful whether the principal ought to be paid. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not think that I have seen 
a single claim preferred against the Government 
of the United States, with the justice of which I 
have been more struck than in the present case 
About the facts we do not disagree. A contract 
was entered into for the transportation of the daily 
mail over a certain route; the individual who p 
fers this claim took that contract, and commenced 
the transportation of the mail daily; without any 
authority given by the contract for that purpose, 
the Postmaster General discontinued the running 
of the mail on one day in the week. Now, how 
does the case present itself? Here is a clear vio- 
lation of the contract by one of the parties—the 
one holding the power. 

Mr. BAYARD. Was there no reservation in 
the contract? 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir; there was no reserva- 
tion. Here is a clear violation of the contract by 
the person holding the poywgr; and that, after the 
contract had been going on for some time! The 
contractor carrying the mail must have a certain 
number of coaches, and a certain number of horses 
for the purpose of executing his contract. He 
must incur a large expense in this way, and then, 
after doing so, in full compliance with his con- 
tract, the Postmaster General sees fit to stop one 
seventh of the service. But the expense to the 
contractor continues to be the same; he cannot 
withdraw his teams, or his coaches from the 
route, because he would, by so doing, render 
himself incapable of carrying the mail on the other 
six days of the week. He is ordered to stop; to 
rest on his oars. To do this in an ordinary con- 
tract between individuals, there should he some 
provision contained in the contract itself to render 
such an act valid; and I conceive that the Govern- 
ment ought to be bound by the same princinles 
which would be binding on individuals. This 
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